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I. statement

1. By Interim Order No. R12-1480-I issued December 31, 2012, a procedural schedule was adopted as follows:

Answer testimony due
January 28, 2013

Pre-hearing motions due
February 19, 2013

Rebuttal/cross-answer testimony due
February 25, 2013

Stipulation/Settlement Agreement due (soft date)
February 25, 2013

Corrected testimony and exhibits due
March 4, 2013

Evidentiary hearing
March 11-15, 2013

Closing Statements of Position
March 29, 2013

2. On February 25, 2013, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP, doing business as Black Hills Energy (Black Hills) filed a Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule for Extension of Time to File Stipulations or Settlement Agreements and Waiver of Response Time (Unopposed Motion).  According to the Unopposed Motion, Black Hills and Commission Staff are in settlement discussions of the proposed redesign of the Energy Cost Adjustment (ECA), amendments to the ECA tariffs, and an update to the construction allowance.  Black Hills represents that while progress is being made, additional time is necessary to finalize any agreements.

3. Although the date to file any stipulations and settlement agreements (February 25, 2013) was considered a “soft date,” Black Hills indicates that additional time beyond that date is necessary to finalize a settlement agreement.  Consequently, Black Hills requests an extension of time through March 4, 2013 in which to file any stipulations or settlement agreements in this matter.  Since no party opposes the relief sought, Black Hills requests that response time to the Unopposed Motion be waived.

4. Good cause is found to grant the requested relief.  The date in which to file any stipulations or settlement agreements will be extended to the close of business on March 4, 2013.  Response time to the Unopposed Motion will be waived.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule for Extension of Time to File Stipulations or Settlement Agreements and Waiver of Response Time (Unopposed Motion) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP, doing business as Black Hills Energy is granted.

2. The deadline to file any stipulations or settlement agreements in this matter is extended to close of business on March 4, 2013.

3. The remainder of the procedural schedule previously adopted in this proceeding remains in effect.

4. Response time to the Unopposed Motion is waived.

5. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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