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I. statement

1. On November 15, 2012, Northern Colorado Communications, Inc. (NCCI) filed its Application for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) and Eligible Provider (EP) in the State of Colorado (Application).  

2. NCCI seeks designation as an ETC within CenturyLink, Inc.’s (CenturyLink) Weldona local exchange area in the State of Colorado pursuant to Sections 214 and 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and Rule 2187 of the Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2, as well as Federal Communications Commission Universal Service, 47 Code of Federal Regulations § 54.101, et seq..  

3. NCCI also seeks designation as an EP within CenturyLink’s Weldona local exchange area in the State of Colorado pursuant to Commission Rules 2847 and 2848; and §§ 40-15-101, 40-15-208, 40-15-501, and 40-15-502, C.R.S.

4. According to the Application, NCCI seeks ETC designation in Colorado for the purpose of offering discounted telephone service supported by the Federal Universal Service Fund’s Lifeline program to qualified Colorado low income only households and seeks EP designation for the purpose of providing discounted telephone service supported by the Colorado Low Income Telephone Assistance Program and in order to obtain Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism funds.  

5. The Commission provided notice of the application on November 15, 2012.

6. Timely interventions were filed in this matter by the Staff of the Commission; the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel; and N. E. Colorado Cellular, Inc., doing business as Viaero Wireless.  

7. On December 19, 2012, the Commission deemed the application complete and referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.  
8. By Interim Order No. R13-0061-I, issued January 9, 2013, a pre-hearing conference was scheduled in this matter for January 24, 2013.  However, prior to that date, the parties contacted the ALJ and indicated that they had agreed to a proposed procedural schedule and requested that the pre-hearing conference be vacated.  

9. On January 24, 2013, NCCI filed its Motion to Approve Procedural Schedule, Vacate Pre-Hearing Conference and Waive Response Time (Motion).  The following procedural schedule is proposed:

Direct testimony due






February 15, 2013

Answer testimony due






March 22, 2013

Rebuttal/Cross-Answer testimony due



April 12, 2013

Dispositive Motions due





April 10, 2013

Stipulation/Settlement Agreement due



April 14, 2013

Evidentiary Hearing






April 24 and 25, 2013

Closing Statements of Position due




May 10, 2013

10. Regarding discovery, the parties agree that a ten-calendar day response time is required for all discovery related to direct and answer testimony.  Rebuttal/cross-answer testimony response time will be five calendar days.  The parties also agree that discovery requests and responses, including non-confidential and confidential responses and information is to be served electronically on all parties, except that confidential responses may be served by hand delivery, by U.S. Mail, or electronically at the option of the responding party, and except for highly confidential responses and information that may be served by mail following the filing of a motion seeking protection and the issuance of a Commission Order designating such information as highly confidential.
11. NCCI also requests that the pre-hearing conference be vacated and response time to the Motion be waived, since all parties in this proceeding agree to the relief sought.

12. Good cause is found to adopt the proposed procedural schedule and discovery schedule as indicated above in Paragraph Nos. 9 and 10.  Response time to the Motion will be waived.
II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The procedural schedule and discovery procedures proposed by the Parties in this matter as specified in Paragraph Nos. 9 and 10 above are adopted.

2. An evidentiary hearing is scheduled as follows:

DATES:
April 24 and 25, 2013
TIME:

9:00 a.m. each day
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

 
1560 Broadway, Suite 250 

 
Denver, Colorado

3. Response time to Northern Colorado Communications, Inc.’s Motion to Approve Procedural Schedule and Vacate Pre-Hearing Conference is waived.

4. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




4

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












