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I. statement

A. Application
1. On November 1, 2012, Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG) filed its application seeking a Commission Order authorizing CNG to put into effect a System and Integrity Rider (SSIR) (Application).  Concurrent with the Application, CNG submitted the testimony and exhibits of one witness.  According to the Application, CNG seeks approval for this Application in order to improve the safety and system reliability of its underground gas pipeline system.  CNG states that the SSIR is a mechanism to secure the funding necessary to deal with its capital expenditure rider which it implemented as part of the Commission’s approval of the acquisition of Eastern Colorado Utility Co. (ECU) by CNG in Docket No. 10A-916G.  CNG represents that as part of its acquisition of ECU it has had to repair or replace portions of its natural gas distribution systems in order to ensure the safety and reliability of the systems.  Going forward, CNG states that it will be necessary to avail itself of the SSIR program.
2. On November 20, 2012, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed its Notice of Intervention of Right, Entry of Appearance and Request for Hearing.  

3. On December 4, 2013 Commission Trial Staff (Staff) filed its Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance and Request for Hearing.  

4. On December 12, 2012, the Commission, at its regularly scheduled Weekly Meeting, deemed the Application complete and referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge for hearing.  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.

5. On November 6, 2012, CNG (along with Atmos Energy Corp., SourceGas Distribution LLC and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC, collectively, Joint Parties) filed a Joint Motion to Consolidate (Joint Motion).  The Joint Motion sought to consolidate this Application proceeding with the two other Application proceedings in which the parties are seeking similar approval.
  The Joint Motion was denied pursuant to Interim Decision No. R13-0004-I issued January 2, 2013.  While the other two dockets were assigned to other ALJs.  This docket remains assigned to the undersigned ALJ.
6. By Interim Decision No. R13-0053-I, a pre-hearing conference was scheduled for January 17, 2013.
7. The 120 day statutory deadline for the Commission to issue a Decision in this matter expires on April 11, 2013.  The Commission may, by separate order, extend the time to issue a Decision an additional 90 days or until July 10, 2013.  Therefore, the Parties were encouraged to consider a procedural schedule that proposed conducting an evidentiary hearing and filing Closing Statements of Position no later than April 5, 2013.  
8. On January 18, 2013, CNG filed its Unopposed Motion to Waive Statutory Time Limits and Waive Response Time (Motion).  CNG indicates that it intends to file a base rate case on or about March 1, 2013 and as a result, it is willing to waive the statutory time limits in this docket and subsequently consolidate this matter with that rate case.  CNG states that waiving the statutory deadline in this matter and later consolidating this docket with its base rate case docket will enable the Parties here to address the SSIR issues raised here along with the issues associated with CNG’s base rate case.  CNG represents that Staff and OCC do not oppose the Motion.
9. Good cause is found to grant CNG’s Motion.  It is found that the issues raised here will be better addressed in conjunction with CNG’s base rate case.  Therefore, the 210 day statutory time limit pursuant to § 40-6-109.5(3), C.R.S. will be waived.  Additionally, this docket will be stayed pending CNG’s base rate case filing.  At that time, CNG states that it will file a motion to consolidate this docket with its base rate case docket.  Response time to the Motion will be waived.
II. ORDER

A. It is Ordered That:

1. The Motion of Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. to Waive Statutory Time Limits and Waive Response Time is granted.
2. Colorado Natural Gas, Inc.’s request to waive the statutory time limit for the Commission to issue a Decision in this matter pursuant to ¶ 40-6-109.5(3), C.R.S. is granted. 

3. This Docket is stayed pending the filing of a base rate case by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. on or about March 1, 2013.
4. Response time to the Unopposed Motion is waived.
5. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
______________________________
Administrative Law Judge









� Docket No. 12A-1139G In the Matter of the Application of Atmos Energy Corporation for an Order Authorizing it to Put Into Effect a System Safety and Integrity Rider; and, Docket No. 12A-1145G In the Matter of the Application of SourceGas Distribution, LLC and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas, LLC for an Order Authorizing it to Put Into Effect a System Safety and Integrity Rider.
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