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I. statement

1. On November 1, 2012, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) filed its application seeking a Commission Order authorizing Atmos to put into effect a System and Integrity Rider (SSIR) (Application).  Concurrent with the Application, Atmos submitted the testimony and exhibits of three witnesses.  According to the Application, Atmos seeks approval for this Application in order to improve the safety and system reliability of its underground gas pipeline system.  Atmos states that the SSIR is a mechanism to secure the funding necessary to make its safety program work by recovering system safety and integrity costs associated with gas utility projects and operation and maintenance expenses that are:  (a) approved by the Commission; and (b) not otherwise included in its base rates.

2. On November 20, 2012, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed its Notice of Intervention of Right, Entry of Appearance and Request for Hearing.  

3. On December 4, 2012, Commission Trial Staff (Staff) filed its Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance and Request for Hearing.  

4. On December 12, 2012, the Commission, at its regularly scheduled Weekly Meeting, deemed the Application complete and referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for hearing.  This docket was assigned to ALJ Gomez. 
5. On November 6, 2012, Atmos (along with Colorado Natural Gas, Inc.; SourceGas distribution LLC; and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC, collectively, Joint Parties) filed a Joint Motion to Consolidate (Joint Motion).  The Joint Motion was to consolidate this Application proceeding with two other Application proceedings in which the parties are seeking similar approval.
  
6. On November 20, 2012, the OCC filed its Response in Opposition to Joint Motion to Consolidate.  
7. On December 4, 2012, Staff filed its Response in Opposition to Joint Motion to Consolidate.  
8. By Interim Order No. R13-0006-I, issued on January 2, 2013, ALJ Gomez denied the Joint Motion and advised the parties that the matter may be reassigned to a different ALJ.

9. The above captioned docket has been reassigned to the undersigned ALJ.

10. Given the procedural posture of the case at this point, it is appropriate to hold a prehearing conference to address several issues.  The parties to this proceeding should be prepared to discuss all procedural and substantive issues, including deadlines for witness lists, exhibits, and a date for a hearing on the Application.  

11. A pre-hearing conference in this matter will be scheduled as ordered below.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A prehearing conference is scheduled in this matter as follows:

DATE:
January, 15 2013

TIME:
10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Hearing Room

Colorado Public Utilities Commission

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado

2. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ROBERT I. GARVEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� Docket No. 12A-1140G In the Matter of the Application of Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. for an Order Authorizing it to Put Into Effect a System Safety and Integrity Rider; and, Docket No. 12A-1145G In the Matter of the Application of SourceGas Distribution, LLC and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas, LLC for an Order Authorizing it to Put Into Effect a System Safety and Integrity Rider.
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