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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Verified Petition of Lyft, Inc. (Lyft) for a Declaratory Order Concerning Regulation of Transportation Network Companies Under the Commission’s Rules Regulating Transportation by Motor Vehicle, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-6 (Petition), filed on December 10, 2013.
  Being fully advised in this matter and consistent with the discussion below, we accept the Petition.  

2. Lyft explains that its Petition concerns the nature and extent of the Commission’s authority to regulate Lyft and other entities that utilize a technology platform to connect persons desiring transportation services with private individuals desiring to provide such services using their personal vehicles.  Lyft calls these entities Transportation Network Companies (TNCs) and contends this business model was not contemplated by § 40-10.1-101, et seq., C.R.S., or Rules 6001, et seq., 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-6.
3. Lyft requests that the Commission issue a declaratory order confirming that: (1) TNCs are not subject to Commission regulation as a common carrier, a contract carrier, or as any of the other presently recognized forms of motor carriers including a motor carrier of passengers –limited regulation, a motor carrier of towed motor vehicles, a motor carrier of household goods, or a motor carrier of nuclear materials; (2) TNCs are a new type of motor carrier under Colorado law; (3) the Commission could use existing authority to regulate TNCs as a new type of motor carrier; and (4) there presently exists no Commission rules and regulations pertaining to TNCs in Colorado.
4. In support of the Petition and the relief it seeks, Lyft offers a factual background regarding its business model and a legal argument.  
5. We believe that a resolution of the issues set forth in the Petition is important to Lyft, the public, and the transportation industry.  We therefore accept the Petition and will issue a notice of the Petition to interested persons, firms, and corporations in the December 30, 2013, 
bi-weekly transportation notice.  The intervention period will expire 30 days following the  issuance of the notice, or January 29, 2014.  Lyft will have seven days after the intervention period ends in which to oppose these interventions, or February 5, 2014.  

6. Following the expiration of the notice and intervention period, we will determine whether a hearing is needed or whether legal briefs will be sufficient, whether to refer this matter to an Administrative Law Judge, and establish such additional procedural requirements as may be necessary or appropriate.  We invite interested parties to comment on these matters as part of their petition to intervene.  

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Verified Petition of Lyft, Inc. (Lyft or Petitioner) for a Declaratory Order Concerning Regulation of Transportation Network Companies Under the Commission’s Rules Regulating Transportation by Motor Vehicle, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-6 (Petition), filed on December 10, 2013 is accepted.  

2. Notice of the Petition will be provided in the December 30, 2013 bi-weekly transportation notice. The intervention period will expire on January 29, 2014.

3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene or, pursuant to the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, other appropriate pleadings to become a party on or before January 29, 2014.  

4. Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments on or before January 29, 2014, addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, or through the Commission’s e-filing system at https://www.dora.state.co.us/pls/efi/EFI.homepage, using Proceeding No. 13D-1293CP.
5. Lyft may file a pleading in opposition of petitions to intervene within seven days after the receipt of these petitions, or February 5, 2014.  

6. If a hearing is required in this matter, the Commission will notify the parties of the hearing date, time, and location.  The Petitioner must appear at the hearing, if one is set, and present evidence in support of its Petition.  Other parties may appear and present evidence in support of their position.

7. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Decision and the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, the Commission may dismiss or strike the intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.
8. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
December 18, 2013.
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� On December 10, 2013, Lyft also filed a petition for the issuance of a notice of proposed rulemaking to promulgate rules for the regulation of Transportation Network Companies, Proceeding No. 13M-1292TR.  We will address that matter by a separate Decision.    
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