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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Petition for Variance (Petition) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility LP (Black Hills or Company) on October 31, 2013.  Black Hills seeks a variance from subparagraph 3657(a)(III) of the Commission’s Renewable Energy Standard (RES) Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations, 
723-3-3650, et seq., for a modified deadline to file its Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan for a minimum period of 2015 through 2017.  Black Hills specifically requests that the filing deadline for that RES Compliance Plan be extended to 90 days from the effective date of the Commission’s forthcoming “Phase I Decision” in Proceeding No. 13A-0445E, which concerns the Company’s Electric Resource Plan and its 2013-2014 RES Compliance Plan.  Black Hills states that it cannot formulate a 2015-2017 RES Compliance Plan until after its 2013-2014 RES Compliance Plan is approved.
2. By Decision No. C13-1398-I issued November 7, 2013, we established a shortened notice period for the Petition.  No interested party filed a response to the Petition by the November 8, 2013 deadline.
B. Discussion and Findings
3. Subparagraph 3657(a)(III) of the RES Rules requires that, on or before October 31, 2013, Black Hills shall file a plan detailing how it intends to comply with the RES during a minimum compliance period extending from 2015 through 2017.
4. The Commission convened an open meeting to adopt the Phase I Decision in Proceeding No. 13A-0445E on December 17, 2013.  The written decision resulting from the open meeting will include directives to Black Hills concerning certain issues to be addressed in its 2015-2017 RES Compliance Plan filing.  We agree with Black Hills that the Phase I Decision will affect the development of the Company’s 2015-2017 RES Compliance Plan.  We therefore find good cause to grant the Petition.  
II. Order

A. The Commission Orders That:  
1. The Petition for Variance filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility LP (Black Hills) on October 31, 2013 is granted.  
2. Black Hills shall file, within 90 days of the effective date of the Phase I Decision to be issued in Proceeding No. 13A-0445E, a Renewable Energy Standard (RES) Compliance Plan detailing how it intends to comply with the RES during a minimum compliance period extending from 2015 through 2017, consistent with the Commission’s RES Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations, 723-3-3650, et seq.
3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision. 

4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 18, 2013.
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