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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission in consideration of the establishment of a new procedural schedule for this proceeding.

2. By Decision No. C13-1431-I issued November 13, 2013, we vacated the hearings scheduled December 16 through 18, 2013 and required Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) to confer with the intervening parties to develop a new procedural schedule with hearing dates on or after January 21, 2014.  We instructed Public Service to file the proposed new hearing dates and any other proposed changes to the procedural schedule no later than November 20, 2013, the deadline for the filing of Rebuttal and 
Cross-Answer Testimony.

3. In its filed response to Decision No. C13-1431-I, Public Service stated that the parties could not reach consensus on changes to the procedural schedule in part due to problems with witness availability in January, February, and March 2014.  Public Service nonetheless proposed new hearing dates of April 14 through 16, 2014, stating that these dates worked for the Company and a number of parties.
  

4. Given the proposed change in hearing dates, Public Service also requested that the deadline for the filing of Rebuttal and Cross-Answer Testimony be moved to December 20, 2013.  In addition, Public Service explained that it has reviewed and updated its avoided cost calculations in response to the Answer Testimony of the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel and that these significantly lower values will have an impact on a number of material components in its case-in-chief, including the Company’s proposed savings goals, incentives, and the associated rate impacts.  Due to these substantial changes, Public Service proposes that the intervening parties be permitted the opportunity to respond to the updated information through written Surrebuttal Testimony.  

5. Public Service also requests that the Commission grant an extension to the deadline for the filing of its 2015-2016 Demand-Side Management (DSM) Biennial Plan from July 1, 2014 to October 30, 2014 to accommodate a hearing in this proceeding as late as April 2014.  Public Service further seeks authorization to continue its 2014 DSM Plan through the conclusion of the 2015-2016 DSM Biennial Plan proceedings.

6. In response to Public Service’s proposed changes to the procedural schedule, the Colorado Energy Consumers (CEC) filed a notice explaining that its witness and counsel would be unavailable for hearings during the week of April 14, 2014 and requested that the Commission convene a prehearing conference to establish the procedural schedule.

7. Also on November 25, 2013, the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project filed a motion for approval of an alternative procedural schedule with hearing dates in the week of April 21, 2014 and with extended filing deadlines for Rebuttal, Cross-Answer, and Surrebuttal Testimony. 

B. Findings and Conclusions

8. Because the parties have failed to reach consensus on proposed changes to the procedural schedule, we will adopt a new procedural schedule by this Decision. We will not convene a pre-hearing conference as requested by CEC.

9. First, we extend the deadline for the filing of Rebuttal Testimony and 
Cross-Answer Testimony to December 20, 2013.

10. Second, based on Public Service’s statements that its Rebuttal Testimony will contain significant changes to its case-in-chief, we find good cause to provide the intervening parties an opportunity to submit pre-filed written testimony in response to the Company’s changed positions.  The deadline for the filing of the Surrebuttal Testimony shall be January 21, 2014.  

11. Third, we prefer that Public Service respond to the Surrebuttal Testimony in written pre-filed testimony rather than through oral testimony at hearing.  Such Response to Surrebuttal Testimony shall be due on February 21, 2014.

12. Fourth, the turnaround on discovery relating to the Rebuttal, Cross-Answer, Surrebuttal, and Response to Surrebuttal Testimony shall be seven calendar days from the date of service.  The last day on which to serve discovery addressed to the Rebuttal and Cross-Answer Testimony is January 21, 2014; the last day to serve discovery addressed to the Surrebuttal Testimony is February 21, 2014; and the last day to serve discovery addressed to the Response to Surrebuttal Testimony is March 14, 2014.  No other changes to the discovery procedures set forth in Decision No. C13-1018-I which was issued August 20, 2013, are adopted.

13. Fifth, Corrected Testimony, Pre-Hearing Motions, and Stipulations shall be filed no later than April 14, 2014.

14. Finally, the evidentiary hearing in this matter is rescheduled to April 22 through 24, 2014.  The deadline for the filing of post-hearing Statements of Position will be established at the hearing.

15. Due to the timing of the hearings, we find good cause to extend the deadline for the Company’s filing of its 2015-2016 DSM Biennial Plan.  Public Service shall file that plan on or before October 30, 2014.  In addition, to avoid the potential disruption of the Company’s DSM programs, we authorize the continuation of the 2014 DSM Plan until such time that the 2015-2016 DSM Biennial Plan becomes effective pursuant to the Commission’s final approval of that plan.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The deadlines for the submittal of filings in this matter shall be as follows:

Rebuttal and Cross-Answer Testimony
December 20, 2013

Surrebuttal Testimony
January 21, 2014

Response to Surrebuttal Testimony
February 21, 2014

Corrected Testimony, Prehearing Motions, and

Stipulations and Settlement Agreements
April 14, 2014

2. An evidentiary hearing is scheduled as follows:

DATES:
April 22 through 24, 2014

TIMES:
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.


(except on Wednesday, April 23, 2014, 
the hearing will begin at 1:00 p.m.)

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room 
1560 Broadway, Suite 250 
Denver, Colorado

3. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) shall file its 2015-2016 Demand-Side Management (DSM) Biennial Plan on or before October 30, 2014.  

4. Public Service is authorized to continue into 2015 the DSM programs in its 2014 DSM Plan, as approved in Proceeding No. 13A-0773EG, consistent with the discussion above.

5. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
November 26, 2013.
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________________________________

Commissioners




� Public Service agreed to waive the 210-day statutory deadline pursuant to § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.  


� Public Service’s proposed 2014 DSM Plan is before the Commission in Proceeding No. 13A-0773EG in which the Company and certain intervening parties have submitted a stipulation and settlement agreement.
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