Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C13-1422-I
PROCEEDING NoS. 13A-0445E, 13A-0446E, & 13A-0447E

C13-1422-IDecision No. C13-1422-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING13A-0445E NO. 13A-0445E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY, LP FOR (1) APPROVAL OF ITS 2013 ELECTRIC RESOURCE PLAN, AND (2) APPROVAL OF ITS 2013-2014 RES COMPLIANCE PLAN.

proceeding13A-0136R NO. 13A-0446E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY LP FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY TO CONSTRUCT A POWER PLANT CONSISTING OF A 40 MW SIMPLE CYCLE COMBUSTION TURBINE AND ASSOCIATED BALANCE OF PLANT PURSUANT TO COMMISSION DECISION NO. C12-1434.

proceeding13A-0136R NO. 13A-0447E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY LP, FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE RETIREMENT OF PUEBLO 5 AND 6. 
INTERIM DECISION GRANTING 
MOTION TO WITHDRAW AS A PARTY
Mailed Date:  
November 12, 2013
Adopted Date:  
October 23, 2013

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. This matter comes before the Commission in consideration of a Motion for Permission to Withdraw as Party (Motion) filed by Interwest Energy Alliance (Interwest) on October 17, 2013.   Interwest indicates that the Motion is unopposed.
2. On April 30, 2013, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills) filed a Verified Application seeking a decision approving its 2013 Electric Resource Plan and a decision approving its 2013-2014 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan in Proceeding No. 13A-0445E.  Also on April 30, 2013, Black Hills filed in Proceeding 
No. 13A-0446E, an application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) for the construction of a 40 MW LM6000 natural-gas fired generation unit at the Company’s Pueblo Airport Generation Stations and, in Proceeding No. 13A-0447E on April 30, 2013, the Company filed an application for a CPCN approving the retirement of Pueblo units 5 and 6 on December 31, 2013.

3. On May 8, 2013, the Commission issued Decision No. C13-0536-I 
consolidating Proceeding Nos. 13A-0445E, 13A-0446E, and 13A-0447E and setting Proceeding
No. 13A-0445E as the primary docket.  
4. By Decision No. C13-0771-I, issued on June 26, 2013, the Commission granted Interwest’s late-filed request to intervene in this consolidated matter.
5. In the Motion, Interwest explains that it became engaged in other proceedings and has been unable to commit the resources to continue to act effectively as a party in this proceeding and requests that the Commission allow it to withdraw as a party.  Interwest states that it conferred with the other parties requesting notice of objections and that all parties responded to indicate they have no objection to the Motion.  Interwest further argues that no party will be prejudiced by its withdrawal from the proceeding because it did not submit Answer Testimony or Cross-Answer Testimony. 
B. Conclusion and Findings

6. We find good cause to grant Interwest’s request to withdraw as a party from this proceeding.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Permission to Withdraw as a Party filed by Interwest Energy Alliance (Interwest) on October 17, 2013 is granted.  Interwest is no longer a party in this matter.

2. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date. 
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 23, 2013.
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