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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. The 2013 Colorado floods caused damage to track and active warning devices throughout the northeastern parts of the State of Colorado.  A review of the Commission’s records shows that some of the active warning devices in this part of Colorado is older than others.

2. We have already been informed by the BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) of flood damage at the crossing of Roosevelt Avenue in Loveland, Colorado, National Inventory No. 245033R.  This crossing currently has motion detection circuitry.  With the new equipment that will need to be installed and the changes in technology since the warning devices and circuitry were originally installed, BNSF would like to upgrade to constant warning time detection circuitry at this location.

3. Given that the situation described by BNSF is possible at a number of crossing locations in northeastern Colorado and given the need to make repairs to the crossings as timely as possible, it is in the interest of public safety to allow such equipment circuitry upgrades to occur at any crossing location where active warning equipment was damaged as a result of the recent floods.

4. On our own motion, we will grant authority to the BNSF; Great Western Railway Company of Colorado; Nebraska, Kansas and Colorado Railroad; and Union Pacific Railroad Company to upgrade active warning detection circuitry at any crossing in Colorado damaged by the recent floods without the need for an application to make such upgrade.  

5. We will require the railroads listed above to inform Commission Staff of any flood damaged crossings where a detection circuitry upgrade may be necessary and to file a copy of the updated National Inventory form showing the detection circuitry change in this proceeding so that we have an accurate record of these changes.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The BNSF Railway Company; the Great Western Railway Company of Colorado; the Nebraska, Kansas and Colorado Railroad; and the Union Pacific Railroad Company are granted authority to upgrade active warning detection circuitry at any crossing in Colorado damaged by the 2013 floods without the need for an application.

2. We will require any railroad listed above needing to make such detection circuitry upgrades to inform Commission Staff of these locations and we will require the railroads to file a copy of the updated National Inventory form showing the detection circuitry change in this proceeding.

3. The Commission retains jurisdiction to enter further decisions as necessary.

4. This Decision is effective immediately.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 9, 2013.
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