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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. The Commission opened this administrative proceeding by Decision 
No. C11-0549 issued on May 24, 2011, for the purpose of gathering research pertaining to current and historic solar photovoltaic (PV) financial incentive practices.

2. Several reports and industry studies were submitted into the administrative record of the proceeding between August and November 2011.

3. On May 23, 2013, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed in this proceeding a report titled “Costs and Benefits of Distributed Solar Generation on the Public Service Company of Colorado System.” 
4. By Decision No. C13-0764-I, issued on June 25, 2013, the Commission solicited comments on Public Service’s report.
  Commenters were asked to provide feedback on the strengths and weaknesses of the study and its findings.  Because the report was the only filing made in the proceeding since 2011, the Commission also invited commenters to offer suggestions for steps that the Commission might take after receiving comments on the report. The deadline for comments was August 30, 2013.
5. By Decision No. C13-1073-I issued August 28, 2013, the Commission extended the deadline for comments to September 9, 2013.
6. In joint comments, the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association (CoSEIA), the Solar Energy Industries Association (SEIA), and the Vote Solar Initiative (Vote Solar) allege that Public Service’s study significantly undervalued, or completely omitted, many benefits or avoided costs that occur when distributed solar PV is added to the Company’s system.  CoSEIA, SEIA, and Vote Solar further suggest that the Commission, or another neutral governmental body, hold a series of workshops to discuss and improve the study.   The proposed workshop process would include “informal discovery” and various deadlines. 

7. In its comments, the Colorado Energy Office (CEO) suggests that it may be possible for stakeholders to work through some of the issues surrounding Public Service’s study.  The CEO states that, starting in September and running through December 2013, the CEO would host a series of facilitated discussions between the utilities (including Public Service), the solar industry and advocates, and regulatory staff with a goal to develop concrete proposals to be included with Public Service’s 2015-2017 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan due to be filed in March 2014.
B. Conclusions and Findings

8. We find that this proceeding has fulfilled its purpose of gathering research on PV solar financial incentives and, in light of the fact that Public Service’s study is presently at issue in an adjudicated proceeding, Proceeding No. 13A-0836E, we close this proceeding.  
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The purpose of this proceeding has been fulfilled.
2. This proceeding is closed.
3. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Decision.
4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
Ocotober 2, 2013.
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________________________________

Commissioners




� Subsequent to issuing Decision No. C13-0764-I, on July 24, 2013, Public Service filed the same report in Proceeding No. 13A-0836E concerning its application for approval of its 2014 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan.  
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