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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  ANY PERSON DESIRING TO PARTICIPATE ONLY BY MAKING A STATEMENT MAY DO SO BY APPEARING AT THE HEARING. IF YOU DESIRE TO ASK QUESTIONS OF A WITNESS OR OTHERWISE PARTICIPATE AS A PARTY IN THIS RATE MATTER, YOU MUST REQUEST PERMISSION FROM THE COMMISSION TO BE AN INTERVENOR (EVEN IF YOU HAVE ALREADY FILED AN OBJECTION).  ANYONE DESIRING TO INTERVENE MUST CAREFULLY FOLLOW THE LAW AND COMMISSION RULES FOR BECOMING AN INTERVENOR.  FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW TO INTERVENE CALL (303) 894-2070 (PUC EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICE).

I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement
1. Southwest Colorado Transportation LLC (Southwest Colorado Transportation), on June 10, 2013, filed an Application for permanent authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire.  The Commission noticed the Application to all interested persons, firms, and corporations pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S., on June 17, 2013.  No interventions were filed in response to the Application.

2. The Commission granted the Application on August 1, 2013 by Decision No. C13-0935 in Proceeding No. 13A-0662CP.

3. The common carrier authority granted to southwest Colorado Transportation is

Transportation of 
passengers in call-and-demand shuttle service: 
from Cortez, Durango, or Pagosa Springs, Colorado on the one hand to Colorado West Psychaiatric Hospital, Grand Junction, Colorado; Colorado Mental Health Institute at Pueblo, Pueblo, Colorado; Cedar Springs Behavioral Health System, Colorado Springs, Colorado; St. Francis Hospital, Colorado Springs, Colorado; or Porter Adventist Hospital, Denver, Colorado, on the other hand.

4. Southwest Colorado Transportation was required by Ordering Paragraph No. 4 of Decision No. C13-0935 to file an advice letter and tariff with the Commission on not less than ten days’ notice.  Advice Letter No. 1 and Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 were filed by Southwest Colorado Transportation on September 5, 2013 to comply with Ordering Paragraph No. 4.

5. The proposed one-way fares named in Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 for the call-and-demand shuttle service are:

From





To


Per passenger

Cortez, Durango, and Pagosa Springs

Grand Junction
$3,000

Cortez, Durango, and Pagosa Springs

Colorado Springs
$4,000

Cortez, Durango, and Pagosa Springs

Pueblo


$4,000

Cortez, Durango, and Pagosa Springs

Denver


$4,500

6. Southwest Colorado Transportation, in its June 10, 2013 application, states that the passengers to be transported are “non-emergency behavior health patients”.  The patients are to be transported from medical facilities in the Durango area to hospitals or medical facilities in Colorado Springs, Denver, Grand Junction, or Pueblo, Colorado.  However, the authority granted to Southwest Colorado Transportation by Decision No. C13-0935 is not restricted to passengers who require any specialized services during the transportation.  Any person can request transportation from Cortez, Durango, or Pagosa Springs to Colorado Springs, Denver, or Grand Junction.

7. The one-way fares proposed by Southwest Colorado Transportation in its Advice Letter are significantly greater than the one-way fares other regulated common carriers charge in their tariffs for trips of a similar distance.  The one-way fares appear more comparable to the charges for transportation by an ambulance for trips of a similar distance.

8. Therefore, without additional information, the Commission cannot determine if the proposed fares are just, reasonable, and in the public interest.

9. Pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the Commission may, in its discretion, set Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 for hearing which will suspend the effective date for 120 days from the proposed effective date. If the Commission does not establish new rates before the expiration of the suspension period of 120 days, or January 19, 2014, Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 filed by Southwest Colorado Transportation may become effective.

10. Section 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., also provides that the Commission may, in its discretion, by separate decision suspend the effective date of Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 for an additional 90 days. Thus, the Commission has the power and authority to suspend the effective date of Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 for a maximum of 210 days or, in this proceeding, until April 19, 2014. If the Commission further suspends, by separate decision, the effective date of Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 for an additional 90 days, and if no new rates are established by the Commission before April 19, 2014, Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 filed by Southwest Colorado Transportation may become effective.

B. Findings of Fact
11. The Commission finds good cause to suspend Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 and set this matter for hearing.

12. We refer this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for a Recommended Decision.

13. A pleading to intervene may be filed by any person, firm, or corporation desiring to be a party and fully participate in this proceeding, as ordered below. The filing of any other document protesting the tariff page(s) shall not allow participation as an intervenor in this matter.

The ALJ will rule on all petitions to intervene.  We direct the ALJ to set a hearing date and establish other procedures by separate decision.  

II. ORDER
A. The Commission Orders That:
1. Advice Letter No. 1 and Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 filed by Southwest Colorado Transportation, LLC (Southwest Colorado Transportation) on September 5, 2013 are suspended pursuant to Commission Rule 1305(c) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

2. Advice Letter No. 1 and Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 filed by Southwest Colorado Transportation are suspended for 120 days until January 19, 2014, or until further order of the Commission.

3. This matter is referred to an Administrative Law Judge. The Administrative Law Judge shall set this matter for hearing, rule upon interventions, and establish other procedures by separate decision(s).

4. Any person, firm, or corporation including any who have previously filed a document protesting the proposed tariff pages, who desire to intervene and participate as a party in this proceeding shall file a motion to intervene with the Commission within 30 days after the mailing date of this Decision and shall serve a copy of the motion on Southwest Colorado Transportation.

5. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 18, 2013.
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