Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C13-1184
PROCEEDING No. 13A-0892CP-Transfer

C13-1184Decision No. C13-1184
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING13A-0892CP-Transfer NO. 13A-0892CP-Transfer
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR AUTHORITY TO TRANSFER CONTROL OF CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY NO. 1481 FROM MKBS LLC, DOING BUSINESS AS METRO TAXI, TO SUPERTAXI, INC.
interim decision noting interventions 
as of right and referring the matter 
to an administrative law judge
Mailed Date:  September 24, 2013
Adopted Date: September 18, 2013
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1.
This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an Application for Authority to Transfer Control (Application), filed on August 8, 2013 by MKBS, LLC, doing business as Metro Taxi and/or Taxis Fiesta and/or South Suburban Taxi and/or Northwest Suburban Taxi (Metro Taxi) and SuperTaxi, Inc. (Super Taxi) (collectively, Joint Applicants).  The Joint Applicants describe the proposed transaction as sale and transfer of control of the limited liability company membership interests in Metro Taxi, owner and operator of Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 1481 to Super Taxi.  The Joint Applicants state that Metro Taxi will continue to own and operate all of the facilities, equipment, and other assets it presently employs to provide transportation services to the public.  Over time, however, certain functions are proposed to be consolidated with those of Super Taxi and its subsidiary, Colorado Cab Company, LLC (Colorado Cab).  

2.
The Commission noticed this Application to all interested persons, firms, and corporations pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S., on August 12, 2013.  Union Taxi Cooperative (Union Taxi), Freedom Cabs, Inc. (Freedom Cabs), and Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) timely filed notices of intervention by right in this matter.  Union Taxi and Freedom Cabs are taxi carriers in the Denver metropolitan area, presently serving substantially the same service territory as Colorado Cab and Metro Taxi.  

3.
We find that Union Taxi, Freedom Cabs, and Staff are intervenors as of right in this matter.  We note their interventions accordingly.  

4.
Union Taxi and Freedom Cabs both oppose the Application and request a hearing.  Staff requests a hearing to determine whether the Joint Applicants have met their burden of proof that the proposed transaction is in the public interest.  

5.
We deem the Application complete pursuant to § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.  We refer this matter to an Administrative Law Judge for a hearing and issuance of a Recommended Decision.  
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for Authority to Transfer Control, filed on August 8, 2013 by MKBS, LLC, doing business as Metro Taxi and/or Taxis Fiesta and/or South Suburban Taxi and/or Northwest Suburban Taxi and SuperTaxi, Inc., is deemed complete pursuant to 
§ 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

2. The interventions as of right timely filed by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, Union Taxi Cooperative, and Freedom Cabs, Inc., are noted.

3. Proceeding No. 13A-0892CP-Transfer is referred to an Administrative Law Judge for issuance of a Recommended Decision.  

4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 18, 2013.
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