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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Conclusions, and Findings
1. On July 24, 2013, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) filed an Application for Approval of its 2014 Renewable Energy Standard (RES) Compliance Plan (Application).  Public Service filed the Application with supporting Direct Testimony and Exhibits.  
2. Public Service seeks Commission approval of several items set forth in its 2014 RES Compliance Plan.  For instance, the Company seeks approval to acquire 36 MW of on-site solar resources in 2014 through its Small and Medium Solar*Rewards programs and to acquire 6.5 MW of Community Solar Gardens in 2014 through its Solar*Rewards Community program.  Public Service also proposes performance based incentives at reduced levels as compared to current incentives for these acquisitions and certain changes to the Solar*Rewards programs, such as the size threshold for systems eligible to participate in the Small Solar*Rewards program (i.e., increasing the largest qualifying systems from 10 kW to 25kW).

3. Public Service’s support for acquiring 36 MW of on-site solar resources in 2014 is conditioned on the Commission’s approval of the Company’s proposal to begin quantifying a “net metering incentive” that would be charged against the Company’s Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment (RESA) account.  The net metering incentive would be the amount of revenue that Public Service does not recover from net-metered customers with on-site solar systems minus the avoided costs attributable to the installed on-site solar systems.  The proposed charge of the net metering incentive against the RESA account would be made revenue neutral to ratepayers with an offsetting credit to the Company’s Electric Commodity Adjustment (ECA) account.
4. In line with these proposals, Public Service also seeks approval of the advancement of up to $2.6 million to the RESA deferred in 2014 to cover the estimated incremental costs of its proposed resource acquisitions.  
5. In addition, the Company seeks to reduce the premium charged to subscribers of its Windsource program from the current rate of $2.1588 per 100 kWh block to $1.50 per 100 kWh block.  Public Service also seeks approval to introduce two new programs: a Recycled Energy program and a Non-Solar REC program.

6. Public Service further seeks Commission approval of certain changes to its tariffs for Net Metering Service and PV Service, including the implementation of charges for production meters and a surcharge paid to the RESA account by net-metered customers.  

7. Public Service also seeks approval of certain modeled incremental and avoided costs for resources not previously “locked down” in the determination of the retail rate impact.
8. The Commission has received hundreds of public comments in opposition to the Company’s proposal to quantify the net metering incentive and to charge it against the RESA account.  In addition, multiple groups associated with the solar industry have requested to intervene in this proceeding, expressing various concerns about the Company’s 2014 RES Compliance Plan.  For example, requests for intervention were timely filed by Interstate Renewable Energy Council, Inc.; the Vote Solar Initiative; the Solar Energy Industry Association; the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association; and The Alliance for Solar Choice.

9. Additional requests for intervention were timely filed by the City and County of Denver, the City of Boulder, Western Resource Advocates, Climax Molybdenum Company, the Heat is Power Association, Noble Energy, Inc., and Ecana Oil & Gas (USA).
10. Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) also timely filed notices of intervention by right and requests for hearing. 

11. Given the concerns raised in public comments and by the interested persons seeking intervention in this proceeding, and given the explicit requests for hearing of Staff and the OCC, we set the Application for hearing and refer the matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for the issuance of a recommended decision.  
12. The ALJ shall address the requests for intervention by permission in a separate decision.  Upon review of the requests to intervene by permission, we encourage the ALJ to consider granting participation in this proceeding not as intervening parties but as amicus curiae under Rule 1200 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, where appropriate.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Application for Approval of 2014 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan (Application) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on July 24, 2013 is set for hearing before an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for a recommended decision.

2. The Application is deemed complete for purposes of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

3. The ALJ assigned to this matter shall address the requests for intervention by permission in a separate decision, consistent with the discussion above.
4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date. 
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 4, 2013.
	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________

Commissioners




4

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












