Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C13-1023-I
PROCEEDING NoS. 13A-0445E, 13A-0446E, & 13A-0447E

C13-1023-IDecision No. C13-1023-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING13A-0445E NO. 13A-0445E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY, LP FOR (1) APPROVAL OF ITS 2013 ELECTRIC RESOURCE PLAN, AND (2) APPROVAL OF ITS 2013-2014 RES COMPLIANCE PLAN.

PROCEEDING13A-0136R NO. 13A-0446E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY LP FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY TO CONSTRUCT A POWER PLANT CONSISTING OF A 40 MW SIMPLE CYCLE COMBUSTION TURBINE AND ASSOCIATED BALANCE OF PLANT PURSUANT TO COMMISSION DECISION NO. C12-1434.

PROCEEDING13A-0136R NO. 13A-0447E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY LP, FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE RETIREMENT OF PUEBLO 5 AND 6. 
INTERIM DECISION ADDRESSING 
INDEPENDENT EVALUATOR 
AND SHORTENING RESPONSE TIME TO 
MOTION FOR EXTRAORDINARY PROTECTION
Mailed Date:  
August 20, 2013
Adopted Date:  
August 14, 2013

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. By Decision No. C13-0820-I, issued on July 2, 2013, the Commission ordered Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or Company) to file a proposed scope of work for an Independent Evaluator (IE) for Phase II of its Electric Resource Plan (ERP).  
2. On July 16, 2013, Black Hills submitted a response to Decision No. C13-0820-I and provided a copy of the request for proposals (RFP) issued on January 9, 2013 to solicit bids from prospective candidates to perform the function of the IE.  A scope of work was included in the RFP. 
3. Black Hills explains that as a result of the RFP it has entered into an agreement with the Accion Group.  Black Hills states that in addition to the functions set forth in the RFP scope of work, the Company intends to use the Accion Group to host the bid solicitation and to fulfill other communication and administration processes.

4. We will not approve an IE for Black Hills’ ERP at this time.  We will consider whether an IE is appropriate for this proceeding as part of our Phase I decision to be issued after the evidentiary hearing in this matter.  Parties may discuss through testimony whether an IE is necessary for Phase II of the ERP.  

5. Separately, on August 7, 2013, Black Hills filed a Motion for a Protective Order Affording Extraordinary Confidential Protection for Confidential and Proprietary Customer Information.  In the motion, Black Hills requests a shortened response time.

6. Responses to the motion shall be due on August 19, 2013.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Commission will consider the need for an Independent Evaluator as part of its Phase I decision to be issued after the evidentiary hearings in this matter.

7. Responses to the Motion for a Protective Order Affording Extraordinary Confidential Protection for Confidential and Proprietary Customer Information filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP, on August 7, 2013 shall be due on August 19, 2013.

2. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date. 
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 15, 2013.
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