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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission in consideration of a Motion for Approval of Corrections to the Amounts Transferred Between the Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment and the Electric Commodity Adjustment (Motion) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on July 15, 2013.  

2. Public Service filed the Motion with its 2012 Renewable Energy Standard (RES) Compliance Report.
  Public Service states in the report that it complied with the RES in 2012.

3. In the Motion, Public Service seeks Commission approval for the recovery of $26 million associated with its on-site solar expenses incurred in 2010, 2011, and 2012 through the Electric Commodity Adjustment (ECA) instead of through the Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment (RESA).  The Company explains that the $26 million has been mistakenly accounted for in the RESA and that the error was recently identified through an internal audit at the Company. 

4. Public Service proposes in the Motion that the Commission modify the standard 14-day response time under paragraph 1308(e) of the Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, to extend the deadline to the date when comments from interested persons are due on the 2012 RES Compliance Report.
  The Commission would then issue a decision on the merits of the Motion consistent with its review of the 2012 RES Compliance Report.

5. Also on July 15, 2013, Public Service filed Advice Letter No. 1644.  The Company stated that the purpose of that filing was to make changes to a tariff sheet for its ECA to allow the Company to collect through the ECA deferred account, the component of avoided energy costs and incremental cost adjustments that should have been charged to the ECA for the period 2010 through 2012. The impact of the associated rate increase would range from 0.77 percent for residential customers to 1.38 percent for transmission service level customers for the 12-month period April 1, 2014, through March 31, 2015.  Public Service requested an effective date of August 15, 2013, for the ECA tariff sheet submitted under Advice Letter No. 1644.

6. On August 5, 2013, the Staff of the Commission (Staff) and Climax Molybdenum Company separately filed protest letters regarding the ECA tariff sheet in Proceeding 
No. 13AL-0816E.  

B. Conclusions and Findings

7. At the August 7, 2013 Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting, we discussed both the Motion and Advice Letter No. 1644.  
8. By Decision No. C13-1005 issued in Proceeding No. 13AL-0816E, we set the proposed tariff page submitted with Advice Letter No. 1644 for hearing and suspended its effective date, because the rates and provisions contained in the tariff page may be improper.  We referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge for the issuance of a recommended decision.  Public Service was further directed to file written direct testimony to support the proposed changes to its ECA tariff. 

9. Because we have established a separate process for considering the relief requested by Public Service in the Motion, we deny the Motion.  We are further concerned that consideration of the Motion in this proceeding would have been inappropriate.  For instance, the notice and intervention period for this proceeding concluded long ago when Public Service filed its 2012 RES Compliance Plan.  
10. In addition, Rule 3663 of the Commission’s RES Rules sets forth specific procedures for the review of a jurisdictional electric utility’s RES compliance report, whereas the issues raised by the Motion extend well beyond the narrowly focused review contemplated by Rule 3663 and by Decision No. C11-1080.
  Accordingly, we direct Staff to conduct its review of Public Service’s 2012 RES Compliance Report in Proceeding No. 11A-418E consistent with Rule 3663 of the Commission’s RES Rules and Decision No. C11-1080 without consideration of the sections of the 2012 RES Compliance Report devoted to the alleged accounting errors and proposed relief as described in the Motion.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Approval of Corrections to the Amounts Transferred Between the Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment and the Electric Commodity Adjustment is denied, consistent with the discussion above.

2. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 7, 2013.
	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________

Commissioners




� It is customary for the jurisdictional electric utilities to file their RES Compliance Reports in the same proceeding where the Commission approved a RES Compliance Plan for the corresponding compliance year, which, in this instance, is Proceeding No. 11A-418E.


� No responses were filed before the 14-day deadline of July 29, 2013.  Pursuant to paragraph 3663(a)(II) of the Commission’s RES Rules, 4 CCR 723-3-3650, et seq., the Commission issued a notice allowing for public comments on the compliance report to be filed on or before August 23, 2013.  Public Service’s response to any comments is due August 29, 2013 and Staff’s recommendations concerning the 2012 RES Compliance Report are due on September 13, 2013.


� Decision No. C11-1080, issued in Proceeding No. 09A-772E on October 6, 2011, directed Public Service to present comparisons between budgeted and actual incremental costs of eligible energy resources that are charged against the RESA account and to provide an explanation of significant deviations.  
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