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to its demand side MANAGEMENT plan.
Interim decision DEEMING APPLICATION COMPLETE, GRANTING interventionS, and
SCHEDULING prehearing conference
Mailed Date:  August 1, 2013
Adopted Date:  July 25, 2013
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On June 17, 2013, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) timely filed an application seeking Commission approval of several items related to its pursuit of energy efficiency and demand response resources under §§ 40-3.2-103 and 
40-3.2-104, C.R.S.  The application was accompanied by pre-filed Direct Testimony and Exhibits.

2.  Sections 40-3.2-103 and 40-3.2-104, C.R.S., authorize the recovery of costs for electric and natural gas Demand-Side Management (DSM) programs, and enable the Commission to establish energy savings and peak demand reduction goals.  The Commission established electric energy savings goals for Public Service in Decision No. C11-0442 in Proceeding No. 10A-554EG issued April 26, 2011.  Demand reduction goals were established for the Company for 2012 and 2013 by Decision No. R11-1326 in Proceeding No. 11A-631EG issued December 9, 2011.
3. In the application filed on June 17, 2013, Public Service specifically seeks Commission approval of the following:
4. Approval of the Company’s proposed modifications to the electric Energy Efficiency and associated DR goals for 2015 through 2020;

5. Approval of certain demand reduction levels from load management and demand response programs for each of the years 2015 through 2020;
6. Approval of certain non-traditional Energy Efficiency programs including Behavioral Change programs, Distribution Voltage Optimization (DVO) and a Light Emitting Diode (LED) Street Light Replacement program;
7. Approval of a proposed plan for the recovery of capital and operations and maintenance (O&M) expenses associated with the DVO product portfolio that begins in 2015;
8. Approval of a new incentive mechanism for specific DVO;
9. Approval of a modified DSM incentive mechanism as it relates to the Company’s Energy Efficiency portfolio;
10. Approval to continue to be permitted to exercise discretion regarding whether to solicit bids for aspects of energy efficiency and demand reduction portfolios within the context of approved DSM plans and not as part of the Company’s resource plans; and

11. Approval of certain methods for the accounting of and measuring of savings, persistence for Behavioral programs, and how such savings and net benefits should be used in an incentive mechanism.

12. Public Service also seeks guidance on the Company’s proposal to budget approximately $12 million per year on gas DSM starting with the 2014 DSM Plan to be filed July 1, 2013, and spend similar levels in the 2015-2016 DSM Plan as well.
13. Public Service notes that this filing also serves to address two directives contained in prior Commission Decisions.  In Decision No. C11-0442, Public Service was directed to file an application to establish appropriate demand reduction goals through 2020.   In Decision No. C12-0442, the Commission incorporated these goals into the Strategic Issues application.  This application complies with this directive in that it seeks the approval of the goals from 2015 through 2020.

14. The Commission approved an alternative form of notice and waived response time in Proceeding No. 13A-0691EG on June 26, 2013. 

15. The Commission issued a Notice of Application filed on June 19, 2013 establishing an intervention period through July 19, 2013.
  
16. Notices of intervention by right were filed by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, and the Colorado Energy Office.
  Requests to permissively intervene were timely filed by:  Western Resource Advocates; the Sierra Club; the City of Boulder; Boulder County; the City and County of Denver; the Colorado Renewable Energy Society; the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association; the Energy Efficiency Business Coalition; Colorado Energy Consumers; EnerNOC, Inc.; Energy Outreach Colorado; Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel, L.P.; and the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project.
B. Findings and Conclusions
17. We find that our consideration of Public Service’s application will have a significant impact on its DSM Plan filings through 2020.  Public Service has also made several novel proposals.  We therefore find that an evidentiary hearing is necessary to address the merits of the application.  The Commission will hear this matter en banc.  
18. We deem the application complete for the purposes of § 40-96-109.5, C.R.S.
19. In order to develop a procedural schedule, we will convene a prehearing conference on August 12, 2013 at 1:30 p.m.   In consideration of the Commission’s full calendar, we want the hearings in this matter to be held in early to mid-December 2013.  Public Service shall be directed to work with the intervening parties prior to this prehearing conference in order to develop a mutually agreeable procedural schedule, as well as procedures for discovery.  The parties should strive to develop a procedural schedule and discovery procedure that culminate in hearings in early December 2013.  Public Service shall file these proposals for our consideration no later than August 8, 2013.  In the event that no agreement is reached regarding a procedural schedule and discovery procedures, the parties should be prepared to discuss these matters at the pre-hearing conference.  
20. With respect to the interventions, we note that the Commission recently adopted new Rules of Practice and Procedure at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 that became effective on July 1, 2013.  New emphasis has been placed on the filing requirements for persons seeking to intervene in proceedings and on the provisions for alternative participation as an amicus curiae.  Those persons seeking to present legal argument to assist the Commission in arriving at its decisions and those who do not intend to sponsor a witness at the evidentiary hearings should carefully consider requesting participation as an amicus curiae.  

21. We find good cause to grant the interventions discussed above. 

22. The parties in this matter shall be: the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission; the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel; the Colorado Energy Office; Western Resource Advocates; the Sierra Club; the City of Boulder; Boulder County; the City and County of Denver; the Colorado Renewable Energy Society; the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association; the Energy Efficiency Business Coalition; Colorado Energy Consumers; EnerNOC, Inc.; Energy Outreach Colorado; Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel, L.P.; and the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Verified Application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on June 17, 2013 is deemed complete.

2. The Commission will hear this case en banc.
3. The Petition to Intervene filed by the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project on June 27, 2013 is granted.

4. The Petition to Intervene filed by the City of Boulder on July 11, 2013 is granted.

5. The Motion to Intervene filed by Colorado Energy Consumers on July 12, 2013 is granted.

6. The Motion to Intervene filed by the City and County of Denver on July 16, 2013 is granted.  

7. The Motion to Intervene filed by Boulder County on July 17, 2013 is granted.

8. The Motion to Intervene filed by the Colorado Renewable Energy Society on July 17, 2013 is granted.

9. The Petition to Intervene filed by the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association on July 18, 2013 is granted.

10. The Motion to Intervene filed by Energy Outreach Colorado on July 18, 2013 is granted.

11. The Petition to Intervene filed by Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel, L.P. on July 18, 2013 is granted.

12. The Petition to Intervene filed by Western Resource Advocates on July 18, 2013 is granted. 

13. The Petition to Intervene filed by the Sierra Club on July 19, 2013 is granted.

14. The Motion to Intervene filed by the Energy Efficiency Business Coalition on July 19, 2013 is granted.

15. The Motion to Intervene filed by EnerNOC, Inc., is granted.
16. A prehearing conference shall be conducted as follows:

DATE:
August 12, 2013
TIME:
1:30 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 

17. Public Service shall work with the parties in this proceeding to prepare a proposed procedural schedule, including discovery protocols as discussed above.  The filing of proposed procedural schedules shall be due on or before August 8, 2013.

18. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
July 25, 2013.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________

Commissioners




� Decision No. C11-0442 in Proceeding No. 10A-554EG directed Public Service to file a Strategic Issues application no later than September 1, 2014.  In Decision No. C11-0442 in the same Proceeding, the Commission advanced the deadline to file the application to June 15, 2013. 


	� Pursuant to the Settlement Agreement in Proceeding No. 11A-631EG, this application addresses electric vehicles as a possible future source of demand; demand savings or reduction options related to electric vehicles; and how the Electric Vehicle Charging Station Pilot is expected to contribute to the Company’s understanding of demand impacts related to electric vehicle charging.


� The intervention date for Staff of the Commission was July 29, 2013.


� Staff of the Commission timely intervened on July 26, 2013.
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