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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and for Waiver of Response Time (Application), filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on July 15, 2013.

2. Public Service explains that on July 15, 2013, it filed Advice Letter No. 1644 adding language to the Electric Commodity Adjustment (ECA) in its P.U.C. No. 7-Electric Tariff to become effective August 15, 2013.  That proposed tariff revision would allow the Company to collect through the ECA Deferred Account over a 12-month period the component of avoided energy costs and incremental cost adjustments that should have been charged to the ECA for the period 2010 through 2012 to correct for the over allocation of costs related to generation installed under its Solar*Rewards® program to the Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment Deferred Account.  

3. Public Service seeks Commission approval of alternative form of notice pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., that will apply to Advice Letter No. 1644-Electric.  
By this Application, the Company is seeking treatment that has been granted to prior filings to revise its rates in accordance with the tariff adjustment mechanisms.  Specifically, Public Service seeks Commission approval to use the following Alternative Forms of Notice:  

 
a.
Filing of the change with the Commission and keeping open for public inspection the filing;


b.
Publishing a legal notice, attached as Exhibit 1, in The Denver Post, for two consecutive Sundays, July 21, 2013, and July 28, 2013;


c.
Electronic Service of the Advice Letter and associated tariffs on all parties in Proceeding No. 11A-418E, the proceeding in which the Commission approved the Company’s current 2012 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan.  In addition, the Company states that it will serve on these parties the 2012 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Report that details the accounting adjustments that give rise to its request to modify ECA tariff, as well as its motion in Proceeding No. 11A-418E seeking Commission approval of these accounting adjustments.

4. Public Service states that it would like to avoid incurring the expense that it would incur if it were required to provide statutory notice to all 1.4 million of its current retail electric customers through bill inserts or direct mailing.  The Company estimates the cost of effectuating notice through individual mailings to be in excess of $300,000.

5. Public Service states that there is good cause for the alternative form of notice requested by this Application.  Public Service argues that the newspaper notices and electronic notice to parties in Proceeding No. 11A-418E will provide the required information regarding the advice letter to the general public.

6. Public Service further requests that we waive response time to the Application.

B. Findings and Conclusions
7. The Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and for Waiver of Response Time contains the information required by the applicable Commission rules and is therefore deemed complete.

8. We find good cause to grant Public Service’s Application and to waive response time thereto.  We find that the form of notice proposed in the Application will provide sufficient notice to both the stakeholders and the general public.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and for Waiver of Response Time (Application), filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on July 15, 2013 is deemed complete.

2. The Application is granted and response time thereto is waived.  

3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 17, 2013.
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