Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C13-0771-I
Docket Nos. 13A-0445E, 13A-0446E, 13A-0447E

C13-0771-IDecision No. C13-0771-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

13A-0445EDOCKET NO. 13A-0445E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY, LP FOR (1) APPROVAL OF ITS 2013 ELECTRIC RESOURCE PLAN, AND (2) APPROVAL OF ITS 2013-2014 RES COMPLIANCE PLAN.
DOCKET NO. 13A-0446E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY LP FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY TO CONSTRUCT A POWER PLANT CONSISTING OF A 40 MW SIMPLE CYCLE COMBUSTION TURBINE AND ASSOCIATED BALANCE OF PLANT PURSUANT TO COMMISSION DECISION NO. C12-1434.
DOCKET NO. 13A-0447E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY LP, FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE RETIREMENT OF PUEBLO 5 AND 6.
INTERIM ORDER Granting UNCONTESTED MOTION FOR PERMISSION TO LATE-FILE PETITION TO INTERVENE OF INTERSTate ENERGY ALLIANCE
Mailed Date:  June 26, 2013
Adopted Date:  June 26, 2013

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. This matter comes before the Commission in consideration of an uncontested Motion for Permission to Late-File a Petition to Intervene (Motion) in Docket No. 13A-0445E filed by Interwest Energy Alliance (Interwest) on June 19, 2013. 

2. On April 30, 2013, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or Company) filed in Docket No. 13A-0445E, a Verified Application seeking an order approving its 2013 Electric Resource Plan (2013 ERP) and its 2013-2014 Qualifying Retail Utility Compliance Plan (2013-2014 RES Compliance Plan). In addition, on April 30, 2013, Black Hills filed in Docket No. 13A-0446E an application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) for the construction of a 40 MW LM6000 natural-gas fired generation unit at the Company’s Pueblo Airport Generation Stations. Also on April 30, 2013, in Docket No. 13A-0447E, the Company filed an application for a CPCN approving the retirement of Pueblo units 5 and 6 on December 31, 2013.

3. On May 8, 2013, the Commission issued Decision No. C13-0536-I consolidating Docket Nos. 13A-0445E, 13A-0446E, and 13A-0447E and setting Docket No. 13A-0445E as the primary docket.  Through that order, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed. 
4. By Decision No C13-0616-I, issued on May 24, 2013, and pursuant to paragraph 3603(b) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, the Commission set June 7, 2013 as the deadline for intervention filings.  This date also served as the deadline for responses to the Motion for Protective Order.  In addition, by Decision No. C13-0616-I the Commission set June 17, 2013 as the deadline for responses to interventions.
5. On June 17, 2013, Interwest filed a Petition to Intervene in this proceeding.  In its pleading, Interwest indicated that the petition was timely filed. 

6. Subsequently, on June 19, 2013, Interwest filed its Motion seeking Commission approval to late-file its request for intervention. 
B. Discussion and Findings

7. Interwest submits that its Motion in this matter is uncontested.  Black Hills did not object to the Motion.  In addition, Interwest indicates that it received consent to its Motion from 8 of the 14 parties to this matter.

8. We agree with Interwest that its requests for intervention will not delay or cause prejudice to any party in this matter.  We note that we have not determined a procedural schedule in this matter and that granting this Motion allows Interwest to participate in a pre-hearing conference that will determine the schedule.
9. We find good cause to grant Interwest’s request to late-file its petition for intervention in this matter.  

10. Noting that Interwest has participated in resource-related Commission proceedings in the past, we find good cause to grant Interwest’s request to intervene in this proceeding.   

11. Interwest is included in the parties in this proceeding. 
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Response time to the motion filed on June 19, 2013 by Interwest Energy Alliance to Late-File Petition to Intervene is waived and the motion is granted.

2. The Petition to Intervene filed by Interwest Energy Alliance on June 17, 2013 is granted. 

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
June 26, 2013.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________

Commissioners




� Parties consenting to the Motion include: Pueblo Board of Water Works; Office of Consumer Counsel; Southwest Generation Company, LLC; Colorado Independent Energy Association; Colorado Energy Office; Southern Colorado Solar Coalition; Holcim, U.S., Inc.; and Rocky Mountain Environmental Labor Coalition.
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