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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an application for approval of an alternative form of notice and for waiver of response time (Application) filed on June 13, 2013 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company).  Public Service also requests that the Commission waive response time to the Application.

2. Public Service requests that the Commission approve an alternative form of notice under § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., that would apply to its Advice Letter No. 839-Gas.  In that advice letter, the Company is proposing certain changes to its gas extension policy tariff to take effect on July 14, 2013.  The Company is seeking treatment that has been granted with respect to prior filings to revise its rates in accordance with the tariff.  

3. Now, being fully advised in the matter and consistent with the discussion below, we grant the Application, and waive response time thereto.

B. Findings and Conclusions
4. The Application contains the information required by the applicable Commission Rules and is therefore deemed complete.

5. Public Service requests an authorization for an alternative form of notice of the proposed revisions to its Colorado P.U.C. No. 6-Gas tariff under § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S.  Public Service seeks to provide notice by the filing of the changes with the Commission and keeping the same open for public inspection; by publication of a legal notice in The Denver Post for two consecutive Sundays, June 16, 2013 and June 23, 2013; and by serving a complete copy of the filing on the Colorado Home Builders Association and the Home Builders Association of Metropolitan Denver.  

6. Public Service contends that the types of costs it seeks to recover through the gas extension policy by means of the proposed tariff changes are the costs that the Company incurs when it extends or upgrades natural gas service to customers.  The Company states that it would like to avoid incurring the expense of providing statutory notice to all 1.3 million of its current natural gas customers through bill inserts or direct mailings, about $300,000.  

7. Public Service states good cause exists for the alternative form of notice requested in the Application.  Public Service states that the newspaper notices will provide the required information regarding the gas extension policy to the general public.  Moreover, direct notice will be sent to the Colorado Home Builders Association and the Home Builders Association of Metropolitan Denver, the associations whose members would be most directly affected by the proposed tariff changes.  

8. We find good cause to grant the Application, in part, and waive response time thereto.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public.  We will discuss the merits of Advice Letter No. 839-Gas at a future date. 

II. Order
A.  
The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on June 13, 2013 is deemed complete and granted, consistent with the discussion above.

2. Response time to the Application is waived.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. 
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
June 19, 2013.
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