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I. by the commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Joint Stipulated Motion to Amend Commission Order to Change Advance Preemption Time (Motion) filed by the City of Cañon, the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), and the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UPRR) on May 13, 2013.  The attorney’s signature for CDOT was filed on May 15, 2013.  The parties request that the Commission alter Decision No. C12-0887 issued August 6, 2012, to change the required advance preemption time provided by UPRR at this crossing from 46 seconds to 17 seconds and to waive response time to the Motion.

2. As grounds, the parties state that construction at the crossing was proceeding as ordered by the Commission.  On or about May 7, 2013, an unexpected complication with the crossing signal installation at the Raynolds Avenue crossing was encountered.  The proposed correction for what was determined to be a signal reliability problem would have increased the total project cost by an estimated $125,066.  After discussions among the parties and questions to Commission Staff, the parties arrived at a solution to reduce the advance preemption time the railroad provided to the traffic signal controller from 46 seconds to 17 seconds by omitting the pedestrian walk time during a preemption event.

3. Section 4D.27.08B of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices allows part or all pedestrian walk time at an intersection to be shortened or omitted during transition into preemption control.  According to the parties, pedestrian usage at this intersection is low, and there are currently only two train events per day through the crossing.  With the low number of pedestrians and train events, pedestrian safety at the intersection should not be compromised during a preemption event.

4. Additionally, UPRR states that it can make the necessary timing changes with minimal modification to the original design, and at minimal additional cost while keeping the completion of the work on scheduled.

5. Now being fully advised in the matter, we grant the Motion, alter Decision No. C12-0887 to require UPRR to provide 17 seconds of advance preemption time, and waive response time to the Motion.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Joint Stipulated Motion to Amend Commission Order to Change Advance Preemption Time (Motion) filed by the City of Cañon City, the Colorado Department of Transportation, and the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UPRR) on May 13, 2013 is granted.

2. Response time to the Motion is waived.

3. Decision No. C12-0887 is altered to change the required advance preemption time to be provided by UPRR to the traffic signal controller from 46 seconds to 17 seconds.

4. The Commission retains jurisdiction to enter further orders as necessary.

5. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

6. This Order is effective immediately.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 22, 2013.
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