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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a request filed jointly on May 7, 2013, by El Paso Telephone Company, doing business as CenturyLink (EPT) and CenturyTel Long Distance LLC, doing business as CenturyLink Long Distance (CL-LD) (collectively, Petitioners), within the Verified Joint Petition for Waiver (Petition) to shorten the 

1. Commission response time for the Petition to allow for potential resolution within 30 days from submission of the Petition (Shortened Notice Request).
 

2. The Petition generally requests that the Commission waive certain requirements of Rules 2311(b)(I), (II)(A) and (C), and Rule 2311(g)(I)(A) of the Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-2, in order to permit EPT to transfer its long distance customers to CL-LD without obtaining authorization and verification from each of EPT’s customers, in addition to shortening customer notice from 45 days to 30 days.  

3. Now being duly advised, we grant the Shortened Notice Request and, on our own motion, shorten the intervention period, and waive response time thereto. 

B. Findings and Conclusions

4. Through the Shortened Notice Request, Petitioners request that the Commission shorten response time to accomplish resolution “within 30 days”; the Shortened Notice Request does not state a specific date to conclude potential interested person’s response, but the transfer of customers is anticipated to occur on June 10, 2013.

In support of its Shortened Notice Request, Petitioners represent that the Petition is not likely to be opposed.  Petitioners state that both EPT and CL-LD are affiliates within the overall CenturyLink, Inc. (CenturyLink) corporate structure.  Petitioners claim that, as part of the 

5. ongoing efforts to integrate CenturyLink and the former Qwest Corporation, and to gain efficiencies for the company and customers alike, they seek to transfer EPT’s long distance customers to CL-LD.  Petitioners further represent that this transfer will be transparent to customers, whose products, services, and rates will continue unchanged, with the exception of the CenturyLink affiliate company providing service. 

6. The Petition is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Order is the notice that the Petition for waiver of certain requirements of Rules 2311(b)(I), (II)(A), and (C), and Rule 2311(g)(I)(A) of the Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products, 4 CCR 723-2, in order to permit EPT to transfer its long distance customers to CL-LD without obtaining authorization and verification from each of EPT’s customers, in addition to shortening customer notice from 45 days to 30 days, has been filed.
7. We find good cause exists to rule on these requests promptly.  Because the transfer of customers is due to occur on June 10, 2013, we find that a notice period of 14 days, ending May 29, 2013, could allow the possibility of considering this item within 30 days of the Petition; i.e., prior to the anticipated transfer.  Further, we find that no party will be prejudiced by shortening intervention to 14 days following notice of the Petition and waiving response time to the Shortened Notice Request.

8. We find that good cause exists to grant Petitioners’ Shortened Notice Request.  We find that a shortened Commission notice period expiring on 5:00 p.m. on May 29, 2013, is appropriate.  The intervention period will run concurrent to the notice period.  Interventions, including by Staff of the Commission, shall be due at 5:00 p.m. on May 29, 2013.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response time to the request filed jointly on May 7, 2013, by El Paso Telephone Company, doing business as CenturyLink (EPT) and CenturyTel Long Distance LLC, doing business as CenturyLink Long Distance (CL-LD) (collectively, Petitioners), within the Verified Joint Petition for Waiver (Petition) to shorten the Commission response time for the Petition to allow for potential resolution within 30 days from submission of the Petition (Shortened Notice Request) is waived. 

2. The Shortened Notice Request is granted.  The notice period for the verified application filed by Petitioners on May 7, 2013, for waiver of certain requirements of Rules 2311(b)(I), (II)(A) and (C), and Rule 2311(g)(I)(A) of the Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2, in order to permit EPT to transfer its long distance customers to CL-LD without obtaining authorization and verification from each of EPT’s customers, in addition to shortening customer notice from 45 days to 30 days, shall extend through and including 5:00 p.m. on May 29, 2013. 
3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by 5:00 p.m. on May 29, 2013.  
4. Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Order.
5. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Order, the Commission may dismiss or strike the application or intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.
6. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 15, 2013.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________

Commissioners




� The Petition requests “[shortened] response time for this Petition to accomplish its resolution within 30 days” [emphasis added].  We note that, per Rule 1206, of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, the Commission must notice a petition within 15 days of the date the petition is filed. We construe Petitioners’ request as a request for shortened notice, as the notice period would allow interested persons to intervene or otherwise participate and respond to the Petition.  In this instance, if shortened notice and intervention is permitted, resolution of the matter within the timeframe specified could potentially occur.   


� We note that the notice to customers included as an attachment to the Petition states the date of June 8, 2013; however, this date is a Saturday. June 10, 2013, is the first business day following June 8, 2013, and is the cited date of anticipated transfer in the Petition. 
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