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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. This matter comes before the Commission in consideration of a Motion to Shorten Notice and Intervention Period (Motion) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or Company) on April 23, 2013.  

2. The Motion relates to a Verified Application that Black Hills filed on April 23, 2013, requesting approval to acquire up to 30 MW of wind resources (Application).  Black Hills explains that the Company seeks to take advantage of potential savings to customers made possible by the recently extended Federal Production Tax Credit (PTC).  According to Black Hills, a wind developer must begin construction no later than January 1, 2014 to qualify for the PTC.  

3. In order for the Company to receive Commission approval for the acquisition of wind resources whose construction begins prior to January 1, 2014, the Company requests a 
ten-day intervention period in the Motion.  In addition, Black Hills moves for Commission approval of its proposed timeline for working with wind developers and its proposed procedural schedule.  
4. Being fully advised in the matter and consistent with the discussion below, we waive response time to the Motion and establish a shortened intervention period.  However, we decline to address the Company’s request for an expedited procedural schedule at this time.  We instead permit interested persons to respond to Black Hills’ proposed procedural schedule as part of any request for intervention.
B. Findings and Conclusions
5. We find good cause to waive response time to the request for a shortened intervention period.  Consideration of a shortened intervention period is necessary to preserve the opportunity for expedited consideration of the Application.

6. Likewise, we conclude that a shortened notice and intervention period for this proceeding is reasonable given the timing issues surrounding the Application.  We find a deadline of May 10, 2013 is appropriate for the filing of all requests for intervention, including any notice of intervention by right filed by the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission.

7. We do not find a reason to address the Company’s request for an expedited procedural schedule at this time.  The Commission intends to address the question of the procedural schedule once it is informed by other parties as to their views of the matter.  In deferring the question of the timing of when items are filed with the Commission (the procedural schedule), we do not pre-judge the merits of the Application.  

8. Further, we request that the parties petitioning to intervene in this docket comment on the Company’s proposed schedule in their intervention filings.  The Commission will address Black Hills’ request for an expedited procedural schedule by separate order.
9. The Application is available for public inspection at the Commission’s offices located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Order is the notice that the Application requesting Commission approval of a solicitation to acquire up to 30 MW of wind resources has been filed.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Response time to the Motion to Shorten Notice and Intervention Period (Motion) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills) on April 23, 2013 is waived. 

2. The Motion is granted, consistent with the discussion above.  
3. The notice period for the Verified Application filed on April 23, 2013 by Black Hills requesting approval of a solicitation of up to 30 MW of wind resources shall extend through and including 5:00 p.m. on May 10, 2013.
4. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene or, under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, other appropriate pleadings to become a party by May 10, 2013.
5. Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  

6. Parties seeking intervention in this proceeding are permitted to comment in their intervention filings on the procedural schedule proposed by Black Hills in its Motion. 
7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
May 1, 2013.
	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________

Commissioners




4

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












