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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

11A-869EDOCKET NO. 11A-869E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR Approval of its 2011 Electric resource plan.
12A-782EDOCKET NO. 12A-782E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF Public service company of colorado FOR APPROVAL OF THE ACQUISITION OF THE BRUSH 1, 3, AND 4 GENERATION FACILITIES AND IN CONNECTION THEREWITH THE GRANT OF CERTIFICATES OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY IF REQUIRED AND THE APPROVAL OF COST RECOVERY THROUGH A GENERAL RATE SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENT. 
12A-785EDOCKET NO. 12A-785E

IN THE MATTER OF THE VERIFIED APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR APPROVAL OF THE POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR 118.8 MW OF NATURAL GAS GENERATION, EARLY RETIREMENT OF ARAPAHOE UNIT 4, AND A GAS SALES AGREEMENT. 
ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION FOR 
REHEARING, REARGUMENT, OR 
RECONSIDERATION OF DECISION NO. C13-0323
Mailed Date:  
April 30, 2013
Adopted Date:
April 24, 2013

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On April 4, 2013, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) filed an Application for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration (RRR) of Decision No. C13-0323.
2. Now being duly advised in the matter, we grant the RRR.

B. Discussion, Findings, and Conclusion

3. By Decision No. C13-0323,
 issued on March 15, 2013, the Commission denied Public Service’s request to adopt certain “symmetrical point cost” provisions contained in the Phase I order in Docket No. 07A-447E concerning the Company’s previous Electric Resource Plan (ERP).  The Commission acknowledged that Public Service could explore a sharing mechanism in the event that a self-bid project is selected pursuant to the Phase II process of this ERP and the project is then completed under budget.  However, the Commission declined to adopt a sharing mechanism, stating that the docket’s evidentiary record contains no discussion about a sharing mechanism and that such a mechanism cannot be adequately vetted in the highly expedited Phase II process.  However, the Commission clarified that the Company could propose a sharing mechanism in a future cost recovery docket.  See Decision No. C13-0323, p. 5, ¶ 12.
4. In its RRR, Public Service requests that it be permitted to propose a sharing mechanism in a separate application that may be filed prior to the time construction of a 
self-build project begins.  The Company states that it is not seeking a Commission order granting a specific sharing mechanism or asking that the Commission select a sharing mechanism as part of the Phase II process. Rather, Public Service requests that it be permitted, prior to construction, to file a separate application that proposes a sharing mechanism.
5. We find that this request is reasonable, as it allows the Company to propose an earnings sharing mechanism but does not impact the expedited Phase II process.  Therefore, we grant Public Service’s RRR application.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration filed on April 4, 2013 by Public Service Company of Colorado is granted, consistent with the discussion above.

2. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order. 

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 24, 2013.
	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________

Commissioners




�Decision No. C13-0323 addresses the first round of RRR to the Commission’s Phase I order, Decision No. C13-0094 issued on January 24, 2013.
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