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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  ANY PERSON DESIRING TO PARTICIPATE ONLY BY MAKING 
A STATEMENT MAY DO SO BY APPEARING AT THE HEARING.  IF YOU DESIRE 
TO ASK QUESTIONS OF A WITNESS OR OTHERWISE PARTICIPATE AS A 
PARTY IN THIS RATE MATTER, YOU MUST REQUEST PERMISSION FROM THE COMMISSION TO BE AN INTERVENOR (EVEN IF YOU HAVE ALREADY FILED AN OBJECTION).  ANYONE DESIRING TO INTERVENE MUST CAREFULLY FOLLOW THE 
LAW AND COMMISSION RULES FOR BECOMING AN INTERVENOR. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW TO INTERVENE CALL (303) 894‑2070 (PUC EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICE).

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On Feburary 22, 2013, SouceGas Distribution LLC (SourceGas or the Company) filed Advice Letter No. 261 (attached as Exhibit 1).  SourceGas filed Advice Letter No. 261 with the supporting Direct Testimony and Exhibits of three witnesses.

2. SourceGas states that the purpose of the advice letter filing is to revise its rate schedules, general terms and conditions, and related forms of agreement to address various changes to the upstream requirements on the Company’s affiliate system, Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC (Rocky Mountain).  SourceGas also states that the filing does not otherwise change the rates charged to or the revenues received from customers on the Company’s system in the Western Slope rate area.  SourceGas further seeks to modify the Litigated Settlement Special Rate Surcharge provisions of its tariff, to add a working gas storage cost component to the Company’s Gas Cost Adjustment mechanism applicable to the Western Slope rate area, to revise the gas quality standards for consistency with upstream gas quality standards, to make minor housekeeping changes, such as correcting misspellings, and to make minor clarifications to existing provisions.  

3. SourceGas requests that the tariff pages accompanying Advice Letter No. 261 become effective on May 1, 2013.  

4. On February 22, 2013, SourceGas also filed a Motion for Extraordinary Protection of Highly Confidential Information (Motion for Extraordinary Protection).  In accordance with the Commission’s rules, SourceGas also attached to the Motion for Extraordinary Protection a nondisclosure agreement relating to highly confidential information for Commission approval.  SourceGas seeks to protect certain work papers of witness Eric G. Fritz used to support his pre-filed Direct Testimony and Exhibit EGF-1, with the intent to limit access to data concerning three competitive marketers on the SourceGas system and their capacity rights, the identities of their end-use customers, those customers’ demand and usage, and other similar information.  SourceGas proposes that access to this information be limited to the Commissioners, Administrative Law Judges (ALJs), Staff of the Commission (Staff), and the following individuals, provided that they have signed, served, and filed the 
Commission-approved nondisclosure agreement:  Assistant Attorneys General who are counsel for the Commission or who represent Staff; employees of the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC); Assistant Attorneys General who will represent the OCC in this proceeding; any marketer, its counsel, and its subject matter experts, where such access is limited to the portion of the highly confidential work papers expressly pertaining to the particular marketer; and any marketer’s end-use customer, its counsel, and its subject matter experts, where such access is limited to the portion of the highly confidential work papers expressly pertaining to the particular end-use customer.  

5. On March 7, 2013, Staff filed a Protest Letter regarding Advice Letter No. 261 and requested that the Commission set the matter for hearing.  
6. On March 14, 2013, SourceGas, Rocky Mountain, Staff, and the OCC (Movants) jointly filed a Motion to Consolidate Proceedings and for Waiver of Response Time (Motion to Consolidate).  In the Motion to Consolidate, the Movants request that the Commission consolidate the instant docket with Docket Nos. 13A-0046G, concerning Rocky Mountain’s System Safety and Integrity Rider, and 13AL-0067G, concerning Rocky Mountain’s proposed revenue increase, its proposed elimination of bundled sales service, and its proposed rate restructuring.  The Movants explain in the Motion to Consolidate that certain changes to SourceGas’ tariffs at issue in this proceeding are premised on the Commission’s approval of the full unbundling of Rocky Mountain’s tariffs in Docket No. 13AL-0067G.  The Movants thus take the position that this proceeding and the two Rocky Mountain cases are substantially similar and inextricably related.  
7.  Under § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the Commission may, in its discretion, set the tariff page(s) for hearing which will suspend their effective date for 120 days from the proposed effective date.  Section 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., also provides that the Commission may, in its discretion and by separate order, suspend the effective date of the tariff page(s) for an additional 90 days.  Thus, the Commission has the power and authority to suspend the effective date of the tariff page(s) for a maximum of 210 days or, in this docket, through November 27, 2013.  
If the Commission does not establish new rates before the expiration of the first suspension period of 120 days, or August 29, 2013, the tariff page(s) filed by SourceGas may become effective.  If the Commission further suspends, by separate order, the effective date of the tariff page(s) for an additional 90 days, and if no new rates are established by the Commission before November 27, 2013, the tariff page(s) filed by SourceGas may become effective.

B. Findings and Conclusions

8. We set the proposed tariff pages submitted with Advice Letter No. 261 for hearing before an ALJ and will suspend their effective date, because the rates contained in the tariff pages may be improper.  In addition, we find that setting the tariffs for hearing is appropriate so that the proposed revisions are coordinated with the resolution of Rocky Mountain’s rate cases. 

9. A pleading to intervene may be filed by any person, firm, or corporation desiring to be a party and fully participate in this proceeding, as ordered below.  The filing of any other document protesting the tariff pages shall not allow participation as an intervenor in this matter.

10. We note that the Commission has already referred Docket Nos. 13A-0046G and 13AL-0067G to an ALJ.  We therefore find good cause also to refer the Motion to Consolidate to an ALJ.   The ALJ assigned to this proceeding shall set the date of the hearing by separate order in accordance with the decision on the Motion to Consolidate.  

11. Finally, the Motion for Extraordinary Protection is referred to the ALJ assigned to this proceeding.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The proposed effective date, May 1, 2013, of the tariff pages filed by SourceGas Distribution, LLC (SourceGas) with Advice Letter No. 261, is suspended for 120 days through August 29, 2013, or until further order of the Commission.

2. The tariff pages filed by SourceGas, with Advice Letter No. 261 will be set for hearing before an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for the Commission.  The ALJ shall rule upon interventions, set a hearing date and procedural schedule, and establish other procedures by separate order(s), consistent with the discussion above.

3. Motions to intervene must be filed with the Commission within 30 days after the mailing date of this Decision, and they must be served on SourceGas’ attorney of record.  Those filing protests to the proposed tariff pages must move to intervene if they wish to participate as parties in this proceeding.

4. The Motion for Extraordinary Protection of Highly Confidential Information filed by SourceGas on February 22, 2013 is referred to the ALJ assigned to this matter.

5. The Motion to Consolidate Proceedings and for Waiver of Response Time jointly filed by SourceGas, Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC, Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel on March 14, 2013 is referred to an ALJ.  
6. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 21, 2013.
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