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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. This matter comes before the Commission on the portion of the Verified Application filed by Prospect Mountain Water Company, Inc. (Prospect Mountain), requesting that the Commission shorten the period for intervention and notice in this matter.  For the reasons stated, the Commission grants Prospect Mountain’s requests.
2. On March 19, 2013, Prospect Mountain filed a Verified Application requesting expedited approval of its loan agreement with the Bank of Estes Park and of its plan to lease 40 contractual water allotment units in the Colorado-Big Thompson Project water rights for the 2013 water year.  Prospect Mountain asserts that expedited approval of the loan and the plan to lease water rights is necessary to allow Prospect Mountain to fund the prosecution of its permanent rate case application.  Prospect Mountain also contends that the water season for the leasing of rights runs from approximately April 1 through October 30, 2013.
3. Part V of Prospect Mountain’s Verified Application requests that the Commission order a shortened period of ten days for intervention and notice in this matter.  Prospect Mountain states that time is of the essence to allow it to prosecute its rate case in a timely manner.  Prospect Mountain also asserts that the water year begins on April 1, thus creating a need for expedited approval of its verified application to realize the full potential value of any water leases. 
4. Prospect Mountain’s Verified Application is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Order is the notice that the Verified Application requesting the approvals described above has been filed.
5. We find good cause exists to rule on Prospect Mountain’s requests promptly.  Further, we find that no party will be prejudiced by waiving response time to the request for shortened notice.

6. We find that good cause exists to grant Prospect Mountain’s request for shortened notice.  We find that a shortened Commission notice period expiring on 5:00 p.m. on April 1, 2013, is appropriate.  The intervention period will run concurrent to the notice period.  Interventions, including by Staff of the Commission, shall be due at 5:00 p.m. on April 1, 2013.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1.
Response time to the March 19, 2013, request by Prospect Mountain Water Company, Inc. (Prospect Mountain), to shorten the Commission notice and intervention periods is waived.
2.
The request by Prospect Mountain to shorten Commission notice is granted.  The notice period for the Verified Application filed by Prospect Mountain on March 19, 2013, shall extend through and including 5:00 p.m. on April 1, 2013.
3.
Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by 5:00 p.m. on April 1, 2013.  

4.
Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Order.

5.
If a party does not meet the requirements of this Order, the Commission may dismiss or strike the intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.

6.
This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 21, 2013.
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� Because the requested ten-day period falls on Sunday, March 31, 2013, the notice and intervention periods will expire on Monday, April 1, 2013. 
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