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I. By the Commission

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for an order on an Application filed by the State of Colorado, Office of Information Technology (OIT) on February 7, 2013.  In this Application, the OIT requests the use of certain Colordo Performance Assurance Plan (CPAP) Tier 2 funds in an amount of up to $175,000 to develop an inventory of all state-owned broadband assets and historical use of public right-of-ways.  This inventory will include 
fiber-optic infrastructure, radio towers, microwave links, rights-of-way, and any other pertinent information OIT deems necessary.
2. OIT proposes to create a database that will serve as a centralized repository of state owned broadband infrastructure such as fiber owned by the Department of Transportation to radio towers owned by OIT.   The centralized inventory can be used for multiple purposes including the potential of using the assets in public-private partnerships.  This inventory will also include a catalogue of historical use of public rights-of-way as it relates to broadband infrastructure.

3. OIT is proposing to contract with a third party to develop a comprehensive study to identify local, state, and federal efforts within Colorado to facilitate the process of applying for future federal funds.  OIT estimates this study will cost approximately $25,000.

4. OIT is requesting an additional $150,000 from the CPAP Tier 2 funds for a Statewide Broadband Asset Inventory and a study of federal impacts within Colorado.  The funds will be used in part for a dedicated resource to identify, classify, and input asset data throughout the state into the asset database.  The cost estimate to purchase the necessary software to use as the asset repository is $20,000, $10,000 for travel and administrative expenses; and $120,000 for personnel to perform the work.  OIT estimates personnel to be approximately 1.5 to 2.0 Full Time Equivalent equivalents for 12 to 18 months.
5. OIT states that its request for funding is in the public interest for a number of reasons.  OIT states it will promote efficient and effective use of public broadband resources, lead to advancements in broadband deployment in rural and remote regions of the state, and has the potential to lead to increased federal broadband related funding.  OIT states that the use of funds is competitively neutral and does not directly benefit Qwest Corporation, doing business as CenturyLink QC.
6. By Decision No. C13-0220-I, issued February 13, 2013, we granted, in part, OIT’s request for shortened notice to February 27, 2013.  No persons filed comments on nor requested intervention in this matter.  
7. By the terms of the CPAP, specifically § 10.7, the Tier 2 fund shall be used for “competitively neutral efforts in the telecommunications field that do not benefit Qwest directly.”  We find that the mapping project, as ordered by the legislature, is a competitively neutral telecommunications project that will benefit all telecommunications customers and carriers in Colorado.  Therefore, we grant the OIT’s Application for an allocation of $175,000 from the CPAP Tier 2 fund for use in the Statewide Broadband Asset Inventory and a study of federal impacts within Colorado.  

8. We expect the OIT to coordinate with Ms. Lynn Notarianni, Telecommunications Section Chief of the Commission, as to the appropriate payment schedule based on invoices for the vendor’s performance milestones.  Further, we expect the OIT to continue open informal communications with Commission Staff, as well as to file formally the completed vendor contract, invoices, and periodic status reports in this docket. 

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed by the State of Colorado, Office of Information Technology (OIT) is granted.  

2. The OIT is expected to file in this docket, the completed vendor contract, any invoices for use of the Tier II money, and periodic status reports. 
3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
March 7, 2013.
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