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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Petition for Waiver of Requirement to File 2014 and 2015 Renewable Energy Standard (RES) Compliance Plans On or Before March 1, 2013 (Petition) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on February 7, 2013.  In that Petition, Public Service requests that it be permitted to file its 2014 RES Compliance Plan on or before July 15, 2013 and its 2015 RES Compliance Plan on or before March 14, 2014.  

2. By Decision No. C12-0066 in Docket No. 11A-870E, issued on January 19, 2012, the Commission directed Public Service to file a combined 2014-2015 RES Compliance Plan on March 1, 2013. 

3. Public Service states in its Petition that a delay in the filing of the 
2014-2015 RES Compliance Plan would provide the Commission, the Company, Staff of the Commission, and other interested stakeholders the ability to provide a more meaningful review and participation in currently pending dockets as well as the RES compliance plan proceeding.
  
4. Public Service also states that proposed legislation has been introduced in the current legislative session that could affect its RES obligations.  The Company states that a delay in filing the 2014-2015 RES Compliance Plan would facilitate its ability to incorporate any statutory changes.  
5. In addition, Public Service seeks to bifurcate the 2014 RES Compliance Plan filing from the 2015 RES Compliance Plan filing.  Public Service states that a separate 2015 RES Compliance Plan filing, with a deadline of March 14, 2014, would permit interested stakeholders and the Commission to review the “120 day report” in its 2011 Electric Resource Plan proceeding (Docket No. 11A-869E) concerning bids received to its all source Request for Proposals.  The Company states that a separate filing of its 2015 RES Compliance Plan would also enable the Company to better estimate the impact of its eligible energy resource acquisitions on the Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment (RESA) deferred account and would help Public Service plan its distributed generation acquisitions for the 2015 compliance year, including acquisitions through its Solar*Rewards and Solar*Rewards Community programs.  

Public Service also seeks Commission approval of a proposal, if necessary, to continue its Solar*Rewards programs during the period January 1, 2014 through the effective date of the approval of the Company’s 2014 RES Compliance Plan. Specifically, Public Service proposes to extend standard offers for the purchase of renewable energy credits (RECs) from small and medium Solar*Rewards participants at the levels and up to the amounts (totaling 

6. 26 MW) as presented for 2014 in the Company’s 2013 RES Compliance Plan.  However, there would be no acquisitions through the large Solar*Rewards or the Solar*Rewards Community programs until the 2014 RES Compliance Plan is approved.  
7. Public Service concludes that its proposals would not result in prejudice to any party.  
8. By Decision No. C13-0202-I, issued on February 13, 2013, the Commission established a shortened notice and intervention period for this proceeding.  Requests for intervention were due on or before February 20, 2013.

9. Western Resource Advocates (WRA) timely filed a petition to intervene on February 20, 2012.  In its petition, WRA states that it fully supports Public Service’s proposals.
B. Findings and Conclusions 

10. We find good cause to grant WRA’s request for an intervention and acknowledge its support of Public Service’s requests as set forth in the Petition.  We also note that Public Service’s Petition is unopposed.

11.   With respect to the Company’s proposal to file a 2014 RES Compliance Plan separate from 2015, we find good cause to grant the request.  We also find good cause to delay the filing deadline for the 2014 RES Compliance Plan from March 1, 2013 to July 15, 2013.  Although we are unaware of any introduced legislation before the Colorado General Assembly substantially affecting Public Service’s RES compliance obligations, we recognize that significant changes to § 40-2-124, C.R.S., could yet be adopted during the current legislative session.  Therefore, a delay to July 15, 2013 would provide Public Service sufficient time to address any such changes in its filing.  

12. We also find good cause to approve Public Service’s proposal to extend standard offers to purchase RECs through its small and medium Solar*Rewards programs from January 1, 2014 to the effective date of the Commission’s approval of its 2014 RES Compliance Plan, in the event that the final approval of the 2014 RES Compliance Plan becomes effective after January 1, 2014.  Public Service is authorized to extend the incentives up to the amounts in MW as set forth in the Petition, consistent with the Company’s 2012-2013 RES Compliance plan approved in Docket No. 11A-418E.  Until a 2014 RES Compliance Plan is approved and in effect, Public Service is not authorized to advance funds to its RESA deferred account after January 1, 2014 in order to continue the 2012-2013 RES Compliance Plan.  This directive is intended to serve as a protection to ratepayers. 

13. Finally, we note that subparagraph 3657(a)(III) of the Commission’s RES Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3-3650,  et seq.,  requires Public Service, on or before October 31, 2013, to file a RES Compliance Plan detailing how the Company intends to comply with these rules during a minimum compliance period extending from 2015 through 2017.
  In light of this requirement, and consistent with the Commission’s interest in examining the acquisition of all types of eligible energy resources over multiple years with a coordinated analysis of the impacts on RESA collections and the RESA deferred account, we direct Public Service to file a RES Compliance Plan for the compliance years 2015, 2016, and 2017 on or before March 14, 2014.
II. ORDER  
A. The Commission Orders That:  
1. The Petition to Intervene filed by Western Resource Advocates on February 20, 2013 is granted.
2. The Petition for Waiver of Requirement to File 2014 and 2015 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plans On or Before March 1, 2013 filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on February 7, 2013 is granted, with modifications, consistent with the discussion above.
3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order. 
4. This Order is effective on its mailed date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING, 
February 27, 2013.
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________________________________

Commissioners




� The Petition indicates that Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission supports a delay in the deadline for the filing of the 2014 RES Compliance Plan.


� Consistent with § 40-2-124(1)(c)(II)(C), C.R.S., paragraph 3655(c) of the RES Rules states that the Commission may reduce the minimum amounts of retail renewable distributed generation and wholesale renewable distribution generation Public Service shall generate or cause to be generated for effect after December 31, 2014, upon finding that the minimum amounts are no longer in the public interest.
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