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I. by the commission

1. On January 11, 2013, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application requesting that the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) grant the Company a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) to construct the RifleUte – Parachute 230 kV #2 Transmission Project (Project) in accordance with Rules 3102 and 3206 of the Commission's Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3, and a finding of reasonableness for noise and magnetic field mitigation.  
2. Public Service submitted sworn, direct testimony and exhibits from Thomas W. Green, Keary Hallack, and Danny J. Pearson.  These witnesses presented the description and rationale for the Project, alternatives, siting, and permitting activities, and the results of audible noise and magnetic field studies.  There were no interventions filed into the docket.    
3. The proposed RifleUte – Parachute 230 kV #2 transmission line will serve future load growth caused by the increasing natural gas development in Mesa and Garfield counties of Colorado, and mitigate North American Electric Reliability Council (NERC) and Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) criteria violations.  
4. Gas developers in the Piceance Basin of northwestern Colorado are moving away from gas-powered motors and utilizing electric motors for the gas compression process. Further, two other retail customer load addition projects (totaling approximately 58 MVA) are currently being considered in the area. These proposed projects cannot be implemented until the transmission Project is completed.  
5. Public Service evaluated 12 transmission alternatives to serve the new load and to mitigate NERC and WECC criteria violations.
  Alternative 1, a line from Parachute Substation to RiflePS
 substation, and Alternative 2, a line from Parachute Substation to RifleUte substation, were determined to be the two acceptable alternatives with the lowest costs.  A sensitivity analysis of these two alternatives determined that the load serving capability of each is approximately equal.  Alternative 2 is the shortest route and lower cost alternative and is therefore the preferred alternative.  This preferred alternative consists of approximately 18 miles of 230 kV transmission line, rated for 576 MVA to be built in a new 150 foot right-of way using 1-1272 kcmil ACSR “Bittern” conductor.  It will serve new load as well as mitigate NERC and WECC criteria violations. 

6. Public Service modeled the magnetic field level pursuant to Rule 3206(e) et al. using 2017 base cases and assuming a maximum normal operating current of 725 amps and double that amount for emergency loading.  The estimated magnetic field levels are below 150 milliGauss at the right-of-way and are therefore considered reasonable pursuant to Commission rules.  

7. The Company modeled the expected audible noise of the Project using the EPRI ENVIRO Program, which utilizes the Bonneville Power Administration sound-modeling subroutine.  The model shows that the proposed line routes will all have audible noise levels of 50 dB(A) or less at the right-of-way edge under L50 rain conditions, and will therefore be in compliance with the Commissions transmission noise rules, 3206(f) et al.    
8. The CPCN Application contains all of the information required by Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1-1303(b) and is therefore deemed complete.

9. The CPCN Application is unopposed.  The Commission will determine this matter based upon the submitted written testimony and exhibits of Public Service’s witnesses as the written record, without a formal hearing under § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1. 
10. The Commission has reviewed the CPCN Application and associated testimony and exhibits filed by Public Service.  The Commission finds that the proposed Project is required to serve new load and mitigate NERC and WECC criteria violations.  The Commission therefore finds that the requested CPCN is in the public interest and grants the application.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed on January 11, 2013, by Public Service Company of Colorado for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) for the construction of the RifleUte – Parachute 230 kV #2 Transmission Project is deemed complete without a hearing.

2. The magnetic field values and the audible noise values presented in the studies meet the conditions of Commission Rules Regulating Electric Utilities 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3-3206(e)(III) and 3206(f)(III) and are therefore considered reasonable for the proposed RifleUte – Parachute 230 kV #2 Transmission Project.  

3. The CPCN Application from Public Service Company of Colorado for the construction of the RifleUte – Parachute 230 kV #2 Transmission Project is granted.  

4. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order. 

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 27, 2013.
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Director
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JOSHUA B. EPEL
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________________________________



PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________

Commissioners




� Exhibit TWG-4, Table 4, Page 42 of 100.   


� There are two separate substation sites at Rifle.  At the first site, the north half of the station belongs to Western Area Power Administration (“RifleWA”) and the south half belongs to Public Service (“RiflePS” ). The second site is 3.5 miles to the west of the first and is jointly owned by Public Service and Tri-State Generation and Transmission. This second site is referred to as the “RifleCU” or “RifleUte” Substation.  This Decision will refer to this site as RifleUte substation.    
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