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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a request filed on February 7, 2013 by the Office of Information Technology (OIT), to shorten the Commission notice period to seven days (Shortened Notice Request). The Shortened Notice Request was submitted concurrently with OIT’s verified application for a Commission order approving as reasonable and in the public interest, the distribution of funds in support of a Statewide Broadband Asset Inventory and a study of federal impacts within Colorado from the Qwest Corporation (Qwest) Colorado Performance Assurance Plan (CPAP) Tier 2 funds in the amount of $175,000 (Verified Application).  

2. Now being duly advised, we grant, in part, the Shortened Notice Request and, on our own motion, shorten the intervention period, and waive response time thereto. 

B. Findings and Conclusions

3. Through the Shortened Notice Request, OIT seeks to shorten notice from 30 days to 7 days from the date the Commission issues the notice of the Verified Application.

4. In support of its Shortened Notice Request, OIT states the Governor of Colorado recently issued an Executive Order designating OIT as the state agency to oversee and develop broadband strategy in Colorado.  OIT states that it has successfully developed an initial strategic broadband plan to help facilitate the deployment and adoption of broadband infrastructure.  OIT further contends that it has identified a key task that would benefit from the requested CPAP funds and help to begin implementation of the plan.  Specifically, OIT hopes to develop a comprehensive inventory of all state-owned broadband assets and historical use of public 
right-of-ways in addition to a comprehensive study of federally funded projects, funding opportunities, and related issues that have, and will, be available to Colorado. 

5. The Verified Application is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Order is the notice that the Verified Application for an order approving as reasonable and in the public interest, the distribution of funds in support of a Statewide Broadband Asset Inventory and a study of federal impacts within Colorado from the Qwest CPAP Tier 2 funds in the amount of $175,000 has been filed.
6. We find good cause exists to rule on these requests promptly; however, while we find that there is good cause to grant shortened notice, 14 days is a more appropriate notice period given the information provided in the Verified Application.  Further, we find that no party will be prejudiced by shortening the intervention period to 14 days following notice of the Verified Application and waiving response time to the Shortened Notice Request.

7. We find that good cause exists to grant, in part, OIT’s Shortened Notice Request.  We find that a shortened Commission notice period expiring on 5:00 p.m. on February 27, 2013, is appropriate.  The intervention period will run concurrent to the notice period.  Interventions, including by Staff of the Commission, shall be due at 5:00 p.m. on February 27, 2013.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response time to the February 7, 2013 request by the Office of Information Technology (OIT) to shorten the Commission notice period is waived.

2. The request by OIT to shorten Commission notice is granted, in part.  The notice period for the verified application filed by OIT on February 7, 2013, for an order approving as reasonable and in the public interest, the distribution of funds in support of a Statewide Broadband Asset Inventory and a study of federal impacts within Colorado from the Qwest Corporation Colorado Performance Assurance Plan Tier 2 funds in the amount of $175,000 shall extend through and including 5:00 p.m. on February 27, 2013. 
3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by 5:00 p.m. on February 27, 2013.  
4. Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Order.
5. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Order, the Commission may dismiss or strike the application or intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.
6. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 13, 2013.
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Doug Dean, 
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