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In the matter of the verified application of public service company of colorado to conduct a second short-term medical exemption program that creates an exemption from electricity inverted block rate schedules for medical reasons and for recovery of lost revenues in connection with the program through the electric commodity adjustment.
ORDER granting, with modification, application for commission approval 
of an alternative form of notice 
and for waiver of response time
Mailed Date:  February 8, 2013
Adopted Date: February 6, 2013

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1.
This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an Application for Commission approval of an alternative form of notice (Application), filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on January 31, 2013.  Public Service seeks approval of an alternative form of notice that will apply to the tariff changes the Company seeks to implement through its Application in Docket No. 13A-0062E to conduct a second medical exemption program (MEP) from inverted block rates on a short time basis and to recover the revenues lost in connection with the program through the Electric Commodity Adjustment (ECA).  Public Service also seeks a waiver of response time to the Application.  

2.
Public Service states that the MEP, if approved by the Commission, would occur from June 1, 2013 through September 30, 2013.  For the MEP to be implemented in time for rates to become effective during this time period, Public Service proposes to send a notice to all eligible customers by April 1, 2013.  The customers must then notify the Company of their intent to be billed at the alternative rates and provide other applicable documentation from a licensed physician by May 1, 2013.  

3.
To meet these deadlines, Public Service requests an authorization to provide the following alternative form of notice: 

(a)
Filing with the Commission and keeping open for inspection the application in Docket No. 13A-0062E to implement the MEP and recover costs associated with the MEP through the ECA, which application includes the proposed tariff changes to implement the MEP and the recovery of the costs associated with implementing the MEP through the ECA; 
(b)
Within three days of the filing with the Commission, publishing newspaper notice of the filing in The Denver Post, a newspaper of general circulation.  This notice would be three columns wide and at least five inches high.  A copy of the notice is attached as exhibit 1 to the Application; 

(c)
Serving electronically a copy of the Application to implement the MEP and to recover costs associated with the MEP through the ECA on all parties to Docket No. 11R-707E, the docket initiated to promulgate rules creating an exemption from tiered rate plans based on medical condition or use of an essential life support device; and

(d)
Posting the proposed tariffs and customer bill impacts on its website.


4.
Public Service states that the above notice procedure is more expeditious than the procedures prescribed by statute and necessary to implement the MEP in the short time allotted.


5.
We find that the proposed alternative form of notice is reasonable and will provide adequate notice to the stakeholders and the general public.  However, we note that the account for the Commission e-mail address listed in Exhibit 1 to the Application is no longer active.  The e-mail address that should appear instead of puc@state.co.us is as follows: dora_puc_complaints@state.co.us.  We therefore direct Public Service to publish a newspaper notice of the filing in The Denver Post that is three columns wide and at least five inches high and that includes the active e-mail account identified above.  
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:
1.
The Application for Commission approval of an alternative form of notice, filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on January 31, 2013 is granted, with the modification discussed above, and response time thereto is waived.
2.
This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
February 6, 2013.
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