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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR

CORPORATIONS:
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1.
This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion to Shorten Notice Concerning its Application and for Establishment of a Shortened Intervention Period and Deadline for Responses to the Application (Motion), filed on January 31, 2013 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company).  Being fully advised in the matter and consistent with the discussion below, we grant the Motion.


2.
On January 30, 2013, Public Service filed its Verified Application (Application) for implementation of a second medical exemption program (MEP) from inverted block rates on a short time basis and to recover the revenues lost in connection with the program through the Electric Commodity Adjustment.  Public Service states that the MEP, if approved by the Commission, would occur during the period from June 1, 2013 through September 30, 2013.  For the MEP to be implemented in time for rates to become effective during this time period, Public Service proposes to send a notice to all eligible customers by April 1, 2013.  The customers must then notify the Company of their intent to be billed at the alternative rates and provide applicable documentation from a licensed physician by May 1, 2013.  Public Service argues that a shortened time period for notice, interventions, and responses to the Application is required because of the above timelines.  Public Service also states that it has filed an application for alternative form of notice and for waiver of response time contemporaneously with the Application.  That docket is Docket No. 13A-0070E.  


3.
Regarding notice, the Company proposes to publish a notice of its Application in the legal classified section of The Denver Post, a notice three columns wide and at least five inches high.  The Company will also post the proposed tariffs and customer bill impacts on its website and serve copies of the Application, testimony, and exhibits on all parties to Docket No. 11R-707E, the docket initiated to promulgate rules creating an exemption from tiered rate plans based on medical condition or use of an essential life support device.


4.
Public Service requests that the Commission shorten the notice and intervention period (including for Staff of the Commission) to approximately 14 days from the date the Commission issues notice under Rule 1206 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.  Public Service also requests that the Commission establish February 18, 2013 or such other time that the Commission may determine as the deadline for interested persons to file petitions to intervene and responses to the Application.  In addition, if this matter is contested, Public Service asks that the Commission schedule a hearing as soon as practicable so that live testimony can be taken and the Commission can render a final decision on this Application by March 27, 2013, and the Company can file a compliance tariff to implement the program by March 29, 2013. 


5.
We agree with Public Service that the manner of the notice proposed in this matter and in the application for alternative form of notice will provide sufficient notice to the interested parties and the general public.  We also note that the Commission approved the prior application for an MEP program, which Public Service filed in Docket No. 12A-175E, as uncontested.  Thus, we find good cause to shorten the notice period to the Application to February 18, 2013 and will require all interested persons to file petitions to intervene and responses to the Application by the same date.  


6.
In the event petitions to intervene in opposition to Application are timely filed, we will determine an appropriate procedural schedule at that time.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:
1.
The Motion to Shorten Notice Concerning its Application and for Establishment of a Shortened Intervention Period and Deadline for Responses to the Application, filed on January 31, 2013 by Public Service Company of Colorado is granted.

2.
The Verified Application is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Order is the notice that the Verified Application for implementation of a second medical exemption program from inverted block rates on a short time basis and to recover the revenues lost in connection with the program through the Electric Commodity Adjustment has been filed.
3.
The notice period to the Verified Application (Application) for implementation of a second medical exemption program from inverted block rates on a short time basis and to recover the revenues lost in connection with the program through the Electric Commodity Adjustment is shortened to February 18, 2013.

4.
Interested persons must file petitions to intervene and responses to the Application on or before February 18, 2013.  Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by February 18, 2013.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202. All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Order.

5.
The Commission may consider the Verified Application without a hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the application.

6.
If a hearing is required in this matter, the Commission will notify the parties of the hearing date, time, and location. Public Service Company of Colorado must appear at the hearing, if one is set, and present evidence in support of its application. Other parties may appear and present evidence in support of their position. 

7.
If a party does not meet the requirements of this Order, the Commission may dismiss or strike the application or intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown. 
8.
This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
February 6, 2013.
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