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I. statement
1. This matter comes before Hearing Commissioner James K. Tarpey for the consideration of closing this Docket.

2. As described in Decision Nos. C12-0514-I issued May 15, 2012; C12-0783-I issued July 11, 2012; and R12-1040-I issued September 5, 2012, comments were solicited from interested persons and workshops were convened to address certain recommendations set forth in the Report on Statewide Transmission Siting and Permitting submitted to the Colorado General Assembly by the Colorado Task Force on Statewide Transmission Siting and Permitting.  

3. Comments and other material were received from:  Western Resource Advocates; Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State); Colorado Independent Energy Association; Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service); and 
Ms. Lisa Tormoen Hickey.
4. Viewpoints varied significantly among the interested persons, with disagreements regarding formal versus informal processes; stakeholder involvement in the continued monitoring of best practices for transmission permitting and siting; and procedures for the Commission to receive reports from those participating in the transmission-related collaborative efforts between local governments.  Similarly, perspectives on the development of a “Resource Center” varied widely with disagreements over the formality of the organization as well as its location, staffing, and funding.

5. Public Service provided no substantive comments in its filing dated September 28, 2012.  Tri-State concluded in its comments that no further action is needed in connection with five issues identified for discussion in this docket.  Notably, no interested persons filed comments responsive to the substantive issues raised in initial comments.  

6. Based on the foregoing circumstances, the undersigned Hearing Commissioner determines that there is no need for future comments and or workshops and that it is appropriate to close the docket.
II. Order
A. The Commission Orders That:
1. This Docket is closed, consistent with the discussion above.  
2. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

3. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a) If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b) If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

4. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________
                           Hearing Commissioner
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