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I. statement

A. Application
1. On March 15, 2012, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application seeking a Commission Order authorizing the Company to extend, for an additional period of four years commencing July 1, 2013, the Commission-approved procedures currently in place by which Public Service may obtain certain Commission authorizations to enable it to implement Gas Price Volatility Mitigation plans for its gas sales customers, on an annual basis.
  Public Service also proposes two modifications addressing the use and approval of long-term hedging instruments in this proceeding (Application).

2. On March 16, 2012, the Commission issued notice of the Application to all interested persons, firms, or corporations.  The notice provided that any party that wished to seek intervenor status in this matter was required to file a petition for leave to intervene to become a party within 30 days of the date of the notice, or by April 16, 2012.
3. Intervenors in this matter include Staff of the Commission (Staff) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC). 

4. On May 2, 2012, at the Commission’s Weekly Meeting, the Application was deemed complete and the matter referred to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.

5. By Interim Order No. R12-0546-I issued May 22, 2012, a procedural schedule in this matter was adopted which among other things, set an evidentiary hearing for November 15 and 16, 2012.  

6. By Interim Order No. R12-1103-I issued September 20, 2012, the Joint Motion to Vacate Procedural Schedule and for Waiver of Response Time (Joint Motion) filed on September 19, 2012, by Public Service, Staff, and OCC was granted.  The parties explained that they had entered into an agreement in principle in this matter and expect to file an executed settlement agreement in a few days.  As a result, the parties requested that the procedural schedule in this proceeding be vacated, including the evidentiary hearing currently scheduled for November 15 and 16, 2012.  

7. While the Joint Motion was granted, the ALJ found it prudent to maintain the November 15, 2012 hearing date in the event it was determined that a hearing on the terms of the settlement agreement was necessary.  The remainder of the procedural schedule was vacated.  

8. After reviewing the Settlement Agreement and supporting testimony with Advisory Staff, several questions arose regarding its terms.  It is found that these questions regarding the Settlement Agreement may be answered by the parties in written form, which obviates the need for a hearing.  As a result, the hearing scheduled for November 15, 2012 will be vacated.  The parties are instructed to file a written response to the questions attached to this Order as Attachment A no later than November 7, 2012.  While the answers to the posed questions will be a joint filing, the parties are to nonetheless indicate in the answers which witness answered the question.  If multiple parties contribute to the answer, then each party contributing to the answer will be indicated.  Should additional questions arise based on the answers received, another round of questions will be submitted to the parties as an Interim Order.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Public Service Company of Colorado, Staff of the Commission, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel are ordered to answer the questions attached to this Interim Order as Attachment A.

2. The answers to the questions attached as Attachment A shall be filed no later than Wednesday November 7, 2012.  

3. The party or parties answering each question shall be identified in each answer.

4. The evidentiary hearing scheduled for November 15, 2012 is vacated.

5. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge









� Public Service files the application in accordance with Commission Decision No. C04-1112, issued September 22, 2004 in Docket No. 02A-267G, Monthly GCA Order, and Decision No. R09-0211 in Docket No. 08A-095G, March 2, 2009, which extended the terms of Decision No. C04-1112 through the gas purchase year commencing July 1, 2012.
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