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I. statement

1. Pursuant to Decision No. R12-0914-I, issued on August 7, 2012, prefiled Answer Testimony was due in this Docket on September 14, 2012.
2. On September 13, 2012, the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) was contacted by a representative of the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), 
Mr. Thomas Dixon.  Mr. Dixon stated that he had been authorized by the other parties in this matter to state that settlement negotiations were underway and seemed likely to result in a resolution of the issues in this Docket.  Mr. Dixon acknowledged the filing deadline for Answer Testimony and inquired whether the ALJ would be amenable to an unopposed motion to modify the procedural schedule to facilitate further settlement discussions.  Mr. Dixon represented that such a motion would delay the deadline for filing Answer Testimony without affecting the hearing scheduled on October 12, 2012.

3. The ALJ informed Mr. Dixon that an unopposed motion that did not result in delay to the evidentiary hearing would be favorably received.

4. On September 14, 2012, counsel for Applicant Budget Prepay, doing business as Budget Mobile (Applicant) filed a Joint Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and for Waiver of Response Time (Joint Motion) on behalf of Applicant, the OCC, the Adams County E-911 Emergency Telephone Service Authority, the Arapahoe County E-911 Emergency Communications Service Authority, the Jefferson County Emergency Communications Authority, and Trial Staff of the Commission (collectively, the Joint Movants).  The Joint Motion is therefore supported by all parties to this Docket. 

5. The Joint Movants represent that productive negotiations to resolve the issues in this Docket are proceeding and that a stipulation memorializing settlement terms may be expected in the near future.  The parties desire to modify the procedural schedule to permit them to focus on the negotiations rather than on drafting and filing written testimony.

6. The Joint Movants seek to delay the filing deadline for Answer Testimony from September 14, 2012 to September 27, 2012.  Additionally, Joint Movants seek to extend the deadline for filing Rebuttal and Cross Answer Testimony from September 26, 2012, to October 4, 2012.  The procedural schedule adopted pursuant to Decision No. R12-0914-I would not otherwise be affected by granting the Joint Motion.

7. As all parties to the Docket comprise the Joint Movants, the Joint Motion includes a request to waive response time as permitted by 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 
723-1-1400 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure.

II. Discussion and Conlcusions

8. Pursuant to Commission Rule 1400, parties are typically afforded 14 days within which to file a response to a motion unless the Commission, for good cause, orders a longer or shorter time.  4 CCR 723-1-1400.

9. Here, the Joint Motion is supported by all of the parties to the Docket and concerns a procedural schedule that imposes deadlines on the parties prior to the expiration of the standard response time. Accordingly, the ALJ finds good cause to waive response time to the Joint Motion.

10. The Joint Movants represent that settlement discussions are actively proceeding and express optimism that a stipulation resolving the Docket may be filed as soon as September 27, 2012.  Rather than focusing on preparing written testimony in anticipation of a hearing, the parties prefer to apply their energies toward advancing the negotiations.

11. Because the proposed modifications to the procedural schedule will not affect the hearing date and may promote the amicable resolution of the issues in this Docket, the ALJ will grant the Joint Motion.  

III. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Response time to the Joint Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule (Joint Motion) filed on September 14, 2012, is waived.  
2. The Joint Motion is granted.
3. The procedural schedule in this Docket is modified as follows:  the Deadline to file Answer Testimony is extended from September 14, 2012, to and including September 27, 2012; the Deadline to file Rebuttal/Cross-Answer Testimony is extended from September 26, 2012, to and including October 4, 2012.

4. The remaining dates in the original procedural schedule, including the hearing date of October 12, 2012, are unaffected by this Interim Order.
5. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


KEITH J. KIRCHUBEL
________________________________
                      Administrative Law Judge
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