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I. statement
1. This matter comes before Hearing Commissioner James K. Tarpey for the consideration of the filing of responses to certain comments made by interested parties during the Transmission Siting and Permitting Workshop (Workshop) held on July 26, 2012.  

2. As described further in Decision Nos. C12-0514-I issued May 15, 2012 and 
C12-0783-I issued July 11, 2012, the Workshop was convened as a result of the Report on Statewide Transmission Siting and Permitting submitted to the Colorado General Assembly by the Colorado Task Force on Statewide Transmission Siting and Permitting (Task Force).  The Commission invited interested parties to submit comments, research materials, operational studies, market analyses, and other material prior to the Workshop.
3. Comments and other material were received from the following five parties:  Western Resource Advocates; Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.; Colorado Independent Energy Association; Public Service Company of Colorado; and Ms. Lisa Tormoen Hickey.

4. Consistent with the Task Force’s recommendations, workshop participants including the parties filing comments discussed the following five issues:

1)
Continued monitoring of best practices for transmission permitting and siting;

2)
Determining the best practices for providing advisory services to the Commission during backstop appeal cases;

3)
Establishing a transmission permitting and siting resource center for the benefit of local governments, transmission operators, the public, and the Commission;

4)
Determining whether a resource center would be helpful and, if so, whether it should be located within the Commission, the Department of Local Government, or some other entity; and 

5)
Establishing a procedure for the Commission to receive reports from those participating in the collaborative efforts between local governments.  
5. For discussion purposes, Issues 1 and 5 were grouped together based on their involving jurisdictional collaboration and best practices associated with transmission permitting and siting. Viewpoints on these two issues varied significantly among the interested parties, with disagreements over formal versus informal reporting processes and stakeholder involvement.  No responses or ideas were offered concerning Issue 2 regarding the provision of advisory services to the Commission during backstop appeal cases before the Commission.  Finally, Issues 3 and 4 were grouped together based on the concept of the development of a Resource Center related to Transmission Siting and Permitting.  Viewpoints regarding these two issues also varied significantly among the interested parties, with disagreements over the formality of the resource organization, its location, and the necessity for staffing and funding.

6. Based on the discussions at the July 26, 2012 Workshop, the Hearing Commissioner found that additional comments and response comments would be useful.  Additional comments shall be filed on or before September 28, 2012.  Responses to the comments filed on September 28, 2012 may be filed on or before October 26, 2012.

7. The need for future additional workshops shall be determined by the undersigned Hearing Commissioner based upon the additional comments and responses received. 
II. Order
A. It Is Ordered That:
1. Additional comments from interested parties shall be filed on or before September 28, 2012, consistent with the discussion above.  Responses to any additional comments filed shall be due on or before October 26, 2012. 
2. This Order is effective immediately 
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________
                           Hearing Commissioner
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