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I. Statement

1. In Decision No. R12-0743-I, issued June 29, 2012, the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) established a procedural schedule and set a date for hearing based on information provided by the parties at a prehearing conference convened on June 25, 2012.  The evidentiary hearing is scheduled for October 10, 2012.

2. The ALJ has reviewed the procedural history in this Docket.  The subject Advice Letter No. 1605 was filed with a requested effective date of April 15, 2012.
3. Pursuant to Rule 1305(e) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, “[a] suspension shall not extend more than 120 days beyond the proposed effective date of the tariff … unless the Commission, by separate decision, extends the suspension for an additional 90 days.”  4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1305.
4. One hundred and twenty days after April 15, 2012, falls on August 13, 2012.  By extending the suspension for an additional 90 days, a Commission Decision would be due on November 13, 2012.
  Given the amount of time required to issue a recommended decision after the hearing date as well as the statutorily mandated period for exceptions to be filed, the ALJ determined that there was no possibility of a final Commission decision occurring prior to November 13, 2012.
5. On July 30, 2012, the ALJ sent email correspondence to counsel for all of the parties.  The ALJ proposed two options:  either the existing procedural schedule would have to be amended to permit more time between a hearing date and November 13, 2012, or Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) would need to amend the subject Advice Letter to change the effective date so that a Commission decision rendered after November 13, 2012, would be timely.
6. Counsel for the intervenor parties each indicated a desire to keep the existing procedural schedule in place, if possible, and favored an amendment to the Advice Letter as a solution.  On July 31, 2012, counsel for Public Service informed the ALJ and the other parties that the Advice Letter would be amended to change the effective date to June 21, 2012.
7. On August 2, 2012, Public Service filed an amendment to the Advice Letter changing the effective date to June 21, 2012.  As this amendment was favored by the other parties and accomplished the purpose of preserving the existing procedural schedule as counsel preferred, the ALJ will deem the amendment unopposed.  Pursuant to 4 CCR 723-1-1309, the ALJ finds good cause to approve the amendment to the subject Advice Letter.

8. With the amendment, 120 days from the new effective date would require a Commission decision on or before October 19, 2012.  The ALJ finds that with a hearing scheduled on October 12, 2012, the same factors identified in Paragraph No. 4, above, prevent the issuance of a Commission decision by or before October 19, 2012.

9. Based on the foregoing, the ALJ finds that extending the suspension of the Advice Letter by an additional 90 days pursuant to 4 CCR 723-1-1305 is necessary. A Commission decision will now be due in this Docket 210 days after June 21, 2012.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The amendment to Advice Letter No. 1605 filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on August 2, 2012, is approved.

2. The suspension of Advice Letter No 1605 is extended by 90 days as permitted by Commission Rule 1305.

3. A Commission decision in this Docket will now be due within 210 days of June 21, 2012.

4. This Order is effective immediately.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


KEITH J. KIRCHUBEL
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge



�  This date takes into account the effect of Rule 1203.


�  As the amendment only modifies the effective date of the proposed tariff, no new notice of the Advice Letter is required.
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