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I. Statement

1. This matter comes before Hearing Commissioner James K. Tarpey, for consideration of a filing deadline for Statement of Positions (SOPs) and Reponses. 
2. Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company (Black Hills), Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service), and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) filed a joint Ten-Year Transmission Plan (Plan) in Docket No. 12M-102E on February 1, 2012.

3. Pursuant to paragraph 3627(h) of the Commission’s Transmission Planning Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3-3625 through 3627, the Commission held two workshops on the joint Plan on May 17, 2012 and July 25, 2012.
4. During the July 25, 2012 workshop, Hearing Commissioner Tarpey presented the opportunity for Black Hills, Public Service, Tri-State, and all other interested persons to file SOPs and indicated that the related filing deadline would be set forth in a forthcoming written decision.  Upon consideration of the scope of the filings and the comments made at the workshops, SOPs shall be due on or before August 29, 2012.  

5. An SOP in this matter may include a discussion of what should be included in the utilities’ February 2014 filings that was not included in the filings made in February and July 2012.  Discussion as to whether the request for additional information may require a change in the Commission’s rules or is a clarification of an existing rule is less important than discussion specifying the information that should be included.  Also, one needs to be specific regarding the information requested rather than just making general statements (e.g., simply stating that filings should be similar to what is done in another state).

6. A second purpose of providing the opportunity to file an SOP is to address what level of communication should occur as part of the stakeholder process that was not done in preparing the 2012 filings.  Discussions should address not only what should be done regarding communication with the general public, but also what communication with involved parties (such as those participating in this docket) is appropriate as part of this process.

7. As a related matter, it appears that one or more entities submitted alternatives to the utilities as part of the Colorado Coordinated Planning Group (CCPG) process, but the proposals were not accepted and little or no reasoning for rejecting these proposals was provided.  The Commission previously directed the utilities to vet such proposals consistent with the requirements of Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Orders 890 and 1000.  Whether the proposals are being vetted by a utility, by utilities working together, or as part of the CCPG process, the expectation is that a transparent process will be in place and that a contemporaneous record of the reasons for and against a proposed project are maintained and provided to the entity requesting a study of an alternative.  The Commission’s goal is to be able to analyze the decision reached based upon all information available at the time.  If that is not possible, the Commission may feel obligated, as part of the transmission planning docket, to conduct a de novo review of any alternatives presented. Parties and interested persons are invited to comment in their SOP on this expectation.

8. Black Hills, Public Service, and Tri-State are further directed to respond to the “Comments on Transmission Planning Docket” filed into the Commission E-Filings system on July 24, 2012 at 4:00 p.m. by a private individual.   These responses shall be submitted on or before August 29, 2012 and shall be included with the SOPs.

9. Reply SOPs are allowed and shall be filed on or before September 14, 2012.
10. At the moment, no further workshops are contemplated.  Instead, Commission Staff will schedule and lead an informal meeting (possibly more than one) with the utilities and other interested persons to discuss the 2012 filing and expectations for future filings, to understand better the underlying assumptions, and to explore other questions.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:
1. Statements of Position in this matter shall be filed on or before August 29, 2012, consistent with the discussion above.  
2. Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, Public Service Company of Colorado, and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. shall file, on or before August 29, 2012, Statements of Position, including responses to the "Comments on Transmission Planning Docket" filed on July 24, 2012, consistent with the discussion above.
3. Reply Statements of Position shall be filed on or before September 14, 2012.  
4. This Order is effective immediately. 
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________
                           Hearing Commissioner



� Black Hills and Public Service previously filed reports pursuant to Senate Bill 07-100 in Docket Nos. 11M-872E and 11M-873E, respectively.  Those dockets were later consolidated with Docket No. 12M-102E by Decision No. C12-0178 on February 21, 2012.
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