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I. statement

1. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application for approval of a continuation of deferred accounting treatment for the period January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2015 with respect to the expenses it incurs to fell trees in and adjacent to its distribution and transmission facilities located in areas affected by the Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) epidemic and for any related activities associated with the MPB epidemic (Application) on November 30, 2011.  Public Service sought to defer these costs until such time as new rates take effect as a result of its pending Phase I rate case in Docket No. 11AL-947E.

2. By Interim Order No. R12-0137-I, issued on February 8, 2012, a Joint Motion to Stay Proceedings Pending a Final Order in Docket No. 11AL-947E, and for Waiver of Response Time was granted (Joint Motion).  According to the Joint Motion, on behalf of Public Service, Commission Staff and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (Joint Movants), due to concern regarding the overlap of issues raised in this proceeding with issues in the Company’s Phase I rate case in Docket No. 11AL-947E, the parties agreed that the public interest and judicial economy would best be served by staying this proceeding until 14 days following a final Commission Order in Docket No. 11AL-947E, at which time the Joint Movants agreed to file a proposed procedural schedule to address any unresolved issues in this matter.  

3. On July 26, 2012, Public Service filed a Notice of Withdrawal of Application.  Public Service represents that Commission Decision Nos. C12-0494 issued May 9, 2012 and C12-0640 issued June 14, 2012, which approved a settlement agreement in Docket 
No. 11AL-947E, fully addresses the relief Public Service sought in this Docket.  As a result, Public Service withdraws its Application in this proceeding.

4. As a result of the Company’s withdrawal of its Application, the Docket in this matter will be closed.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. As a result of Public Service Company of Colorado’s withdrawal of its Application in this proceeding, the docket is now closed.

2. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.

3. As provided by § 40-6-106, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.

If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the recommended decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse a basic finding of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge; and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

4. If exceptions to this Recommended Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                    Administrative Law Judge
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