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I. STATEMENT

1. On June 1, 2012, Applicant Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP, filed its application for an order authorizing recovery of its share of the construction cost savings bonus associated with the construction of the Pueblo Airport Generation Station.  Along with the Application, Applicant filed Direct Testimony supporting approval thereof.

2. By Decision No. C12-0649-I, issued June 15, 2012, the Commission shortened notice of the application, referred the matter to an administrative law judge (ALJ), and scheduled a prehearing conference.  The Commission also noted that the request for issuance of an Initial Commission Decision was deferred.  The proceeding will be monitored to determine when to take this issue up in the future.

3. On June 25, 2012, the Petition to Intervene of Cripple Creek & Victor Gold Mining Company (Cripple Creek) and Holcim (U.S.) Inc. (Holcim) was filed. 
Cripple Creek and Holcim request intervention based upon assertions that they have a substantial tangible and pecuniary interest in the subject matter of this docket and desire to participate as parties to protect these interests.  Further, they contend their interests cannot be adequately represented other than by their intervention in this docket.

4. Staff of the Public Utilities Commission and the Office of Consumer Counsel timely intervened of right.

5. At the scheduled time and place, the prehearing conference was convened.

6. As a preliminary matter, all parties considered Cripple Creek and Hocim’s motion and were prepared to respond to the request.  No party opposed the grant of intervention.  Based upon good cause shown for the unopposed request, intervention was granted.  This Decision memorializes the ruling announced during the prehearing conference.

7. The parties proposed a procedural schedule to govern this proceeding.  

8. Based upon a polling of parties, it became apparent to the ALJ that the parties are working to understand the issues in the proceeding, but had not yet not identified all concerns or formulated any position.  As ordered below, a deadline for the filing of Answer Testimony will be established at this time and a subsequent prehearing conference will be convened so that the remainder of the proceeding may be considered in light thereof.

9. This proceeding is governed by the Rules of Practice and Procedure 
found at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, Part 1.  The ALJ expects the 
parties to comply with these rules. The rules are available on the Commission’s website (www.dora.state.co.us/puc) and in hard copy from the Commission.  

10. Each party is specifically reminded that all filings with the Commission must also be served upon all other parties in accordance with Rule 1205 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:  
11. Any party desiring to file Answer Testimony in this proceeding shall file the same on or before July 27, 2012.

12. A prehearing conference in this matter shall be conducted at the following date, time, and place:  

DATE:
July 30, 2012

TIME:
11:00 a.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250 

Denver, Colorado  

13. Each party shall file with the Commission, an electronic copy of its testimony and exhibits on a 3.5” floppy disk or CD ROM in both the underlying executable electronic format and Adobe PDF format.  Any stipulations or settlement agreements, along with any associated testimony or exhibits, shall also be filed electronically.  Testimony and exhibits may be submitted through the Commission’s E-Filing System in the underlying executable electronic format in lieu of this requirement.

14. Written discovery requests (and Commission Staff (Staff) audit) need only be served electronically.  

15. All non-confidential responses to discovery (or Staff audit) need only be served electronically.  Confidential discovery and responses are to be served pursuant to the Commission’s confidentiality rules.  

16. There shall be a discovery cutoff for all discovery requests directed to Direct Testimony on the due date for filing Answer Testimony.

17. There shall be a discovery cutoff for all discovery requests directed to Answer Testimony on the due date for filing Rebuttal Testimony.

18. Responses to discovery on the Direct Testimony shall be served within seven calendar days.  This time period is subject to reasonable accommodation by agreement of the party propounding discovery and the party responding thereto.

19. Any discovery served on a Friday after 3:00 p.m. MST will be deemed served on the following business day.

20. In the event of a discovery dispute, the parties shall first attempt to resolve their dispute.  If unsuccessful, the party seeking discovery may move to compel in writing, attaching a copy of the discovery request at issue.  Any desired response to the motion to compel shall be filed within three business days and served electronically.  A hearing on the motion shall be coordinated and heard by telephone as soon as practicable.

21. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge



� For purposes of this Order, executable electronic filings shall be made in the document’s underlying file format (Excel, Word, or WordPerfect, for example).  All spreadsheets should have the various cell formula or links left intact; i.e., cell formulas should not be converted to values.  To the extent exhibits cannot be provided in an executable electronic format, a listing of such exhibits should be provided identifying those that cannot be so provided.  In order to minimize the size and allow electronic text searches of the PDF files, all PDF files should be generated from the electronic base format where possible, but can be generated as a scanned image if the base document is not available electronically.
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