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I. Statement
1. On March 15, 2012, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application seeking a Commission Order authorizing the Company to extend, for an additional period of four years commencing July 1, 2013, the Commission-approved procedures currently in place by which Public Service may obtain certain Commission authorizations to enable it to implement Gas Price Volatility Mitigation (GPVM) plans for its gas sales customers, on an annual basis.
  Public Service also proposes two modifications addressing the use and approval of long-term hedging instruments in this proceeding (Application).
2. Commission Staff (Staff) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) intervened in this proceeding.

3. By Interim Decision No. R12-0508-I, a prehearing conference was set in this matter for Wednesday, Mary 23, 2012.  The parties were advised to arrive at a proposed procedural schedule prior to May 23, 2012 and file a motion for approval of the schedule.
4. On May 18, 2012, the parties to this proceeding filed a Joint Motion to Vacate Pre-Hearing Conference, for Approval of Proposed Procedural Schedule and for Waiver of Response Time. (Motion).  The Parties propose a procedural schedule in this matter as follows:
Discovery cut-off on direct testimony
September 14, 2012

Answer testimony due
September 14, 2012
Discovery cut-off on answer testimony
October 12, 2012
Rebuttal/cross answer testimony due
October 12, 2012

Date to file settlement agreement
November 9, 2012

Evidentiary hearing
November 15-16, 2012

Closing statements of position due
December 3, 2012

5. The Parties further propose that each set of discovery requests to direct, answer and rebuttal testimony is not to exceed 30 questions at one time.  Responses to each set of discovery requests are to be due within 10 days from the date of service of such discovery requests.  The discovery procedure proposed by the Parties comports with Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1405 and Colorado Rules of Civil Procedure Rule (C.R.C.P.) 26(b)(2)(B) which is incorporated by reference in Rule 1405(a).  The remainder of Rule 4 CCR 723-1405 will apply to discovery in this proceeding.
6. The parties also request waiver of response time to the Motion since all parties have joined in the Motion.
7. Good cause is found to grant the Motion in its entirety.  The procedural schedule proposed above in Paragraph No. 4 will be adopted.  Response time to the Motion will be waived.  
8. However, it is noted that the proposed schedule takes this proceeding beyond the 210 day requirement in which the Commission is required to issue a Decision in this matter pursuant to § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., which is October 11, 2012.  Given that Public Service agrees to the proposed procedural schedule, it is assumed that it also agrees to waive the 210-day deadline under § 40-6-109.5(3).  Nonetheless, Public Service will be required to make an affirmative filing no later than May 25, 2012 that it waives the 210-day time limit.

II. ORDER

A. It is Ordered That:

1. The Joint Motion to Vacate Pre-Hearing Conference, for Approval of Proposed Procedural Schedule and Request for Waiver of Response Time is granted.

2. The pre-hearing conference scheduled for May 23, 2012 is vacated.

3. The procedural schedule set out above in Paragraph No. 4 is adopted.

4. The discovery schedule set out above in Paragraph No. 5 is adopted.
5. Response time to the Motion is waived.

6. Public Service shall make an affirmative filing by the close of business on May 25, 2012 that it voluntarily waives the 210 day deadline to issue a Decision in this proceeding.

7. An  evidentiary hearing in this docket is scheduled as follows:
DATE:
November 15 and 16, 2012
TIME:
9:00 a.m. each day

PLACE:
Colorado Public Utilities Commission


1560 Broadway, Suite 250


Denver, Colorado 80202

8. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
______________________________
Administrative Law Judge









� Public Service files the application in accordance with Commission Decision No. C04-1112, issued September 22, 2004 in Docket No. 02A-267G, Monthly GCA Order, and Decision No. R09-0211 in Docket No. 08A-095G, which extended the terms of Decision No. C04-1112 through the gas purchase year commencing July 1, 2012.
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