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I. STATEMENT

1. Pursuant to Decision No. R12-0385-I, issued on April 12, 2012, a procedural schedule was established in this Docket that required the filing of written answer testimony by or before May 21, 2012.

2. On May 18, 2012, Applicant Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, L.P., doing business as Black Hills Energy (Black Hills) filed an Unopposed Joint Motion for Extension of Time to File Answer Testimony (Joint Motion) and Waiver of Response Time.

3. In the Joint Motion, Black Hills states that the parties have reached a settlement in principle resolving all issues in this Docket and are in the process of reducing their agreement to writing.  A draft Settlement Agreement is presently being circulated among the parties for review and approval.

4. In the interest of focusing their attention on finalizing the settlement, the parties seek approval, via the Joint Motion, to postpone the deadline for filing answer testimony to May 30, 2012.
  The requested extension would not affect the filing deadline for rebuttal and cross-answer testimony (June 25, 2012), nor the schedule for the evidentiary hearing 
(July 10, 2012).

5. Black Hills represents that all parties support the Joint Motion and the requested waiver of response time allowed under Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1400.
6. The undersigned administrative law judge (ALJ) finds good cause to grant the Joint Motion.  Because the Joint Motion affects an impending procedural deadline and is supported by all parties, the ALJ also finds good cause to waive the standard 14-day response time.
II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Joint Motion for Extension of Time to File Answer Testimony (Joint Motion) filed by Applicant Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, L.P., doing business as Black Hills Energy is granted.
2. Response time to the Joint Motion is waived.

3. The procedural schedule in this Docket is modified as follows:  Answer Testimony shall be filed on or before May 30, 2012.

4. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
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KEITH J. KIRCHUBEL
________________________________
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�  In the event that a written settlement has not been concluded by that date.
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