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I. STATEMENT  
1. On July 1, 2011, Wiggins Telephone Association (Wiggins or Petitioner) filed its Petition for High Cost Support Mechanism Funding (Petition).  The Petition requests authorization for Wiggins to obtain initial funding from the Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism (CHCSM).  That filing commenced this docket.  
2. The Commission gave public notice of the Petition on July 8, 2011.  
3. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff) are intervenors by right in this proceeding.  

4. OCC and Staff, collectively, are the Intervenors.  Petitioner and Intervenors, collectively, are the Parties.  

5. On August 17, 2011, by Minute Order, the Commission referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  

6. The procedural history of this docket is set out in previous Orders.  

A. Evidentiary Hearing Dates and Procedural Schedule.  

7. By Decision No. R12-0076-I, the ALJ scheduled a May 1, 2012 evidentiary hearing in this matter.  On April 27, 2012, by Decision No. R12-0459-I, the ALJ granted an unopposed motion to vacate evidentiary hearing and vacated the May 1, 2012 hearing.  

8. On May 7, 2012, Staff made a Filing Pursuant to Decision No. R12-0459-I.  In that filing, Staff proposed evidentiary hearing dates that are satisfactory to the Parties.  The ALJ will schedule the evidentiary hearing for July 9 and 10, 2012; these dates are among those proposed.  

9. Based on the new hearing dates, the ALJ will order the following procedural schedule:  (a) on or before June 25, 2012, each party will file its corrected testimony and exhibits; (b) on or before June 27, 2012, each party will file its prehearing motions;
 (c) on or before noon on July 3, 2012, the Parties will file any stipulation or settlement reached; (d) on or before July 24, 2012, each party will file its post-hearing statement of position; and (e) on or before July 31, 2012, each party will file its response to post-hearing statements of position.  

10. If the ALJ has not ruled on a prehearing motion filed before June 21, 2012 before the hearing, the ALJ will address the motion as a preliminary matter at the evidentiary hearing.  

11. The ALJ will hear oral argument on prehearing motions filed on or after June 21, 2012 (if any) as a preliminary matter at the evidentiary hearing.  Oral response to such prehearing motions (except a motion pertaining to discovery) may be given at that time.  

12. The Parties are on notice, and are advised, that, in the event a settlement agreement (whether or not all-party and whether or not all-issue) is filed after noon on July 3, 2012, the ALJ will hold two evidentiary hearings:  (a) the July 9 and 10, 2012 evidentiary hearing on the Petition; and (b) a separate, and later, evidentiary hearing on the settlement agreement.  

B. Additional Filings.  

13. On February 6, 2012, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) issued its Lifeline Reform Order.
  On May 1, 2012, the FCC Wireline Competition Bureau issued its Notice Regarding Effective Date of Certain Rules Adopted in the Lifeline Reform Order (DA 12-689).  
14. The ALJ is uncertain as to the impact, if any, of the Lifeline Reform Order or of the rules promulgated by that Order (or of both) on the issues in this proceeding.
  In addition, if there is an impact, the ALJ does not know whether testimony on the impact may be necessary.  The ALJ will order the Parties to make a filing, on or before June 8, 2012, that identifies and addresses the impact (if any) of the Lifeline Reform Order or of the rules promulgated by that Order (or of both) on the issues in this proceeding.  If there is an impact, the Parties:  (a) must address whether, and if so why, testimony on the impact is necessary; and (b) if testimony is necessary, must identify the areas on which additional testimony is necessary.  This need not be a joint filing.  

15. On November 18, 2011, the FCC issued its USF/ICC Transformation Order.
  The FCC clarified the USF/ICC Transformation Order in its Order on Reconsideration.
  

16. The ALJ is uncertain as to the impact, if any, of these two FCC orders or of the rules promulgated by the USF/ICC Transformation Order (or of both) on the issues in this case.
  In addition, if there is an impact, the ALJ does not know whether testimony on the impact may be necessary.  The ALJ will order the Parties to make a filing, on or before June 8, 2012, that identifies and addresses the impact (if any) of these two FCC orders or of the rules promulgated by the USF/ICC Transformation Order (or of both) on the issues.  If there is an impact, the Parties:  (a) must address whether, and if so why, testimony on the impact is necessary; and (b) if testimony is necessary, must identify the areas on which additional testimony is necessary.  This need not be a joint filing.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The evidentiary hearing in this matter is scheduled for the following dates, at the following time, and in the following location:  

DATES:
July 9 and 10, 2012  
TIME:
9:00 a.m. each day  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

Denver, Colorado  
2. The following procedural schedule is adopted:  (a) on or before June 25, 2012, each party shall file its corrected testimony and exhibits; (b) on or before June 27, 2012, each party shall file its prehearing motions; (c) on or before noon on July 3, 2012, the Parties shall file any stipulation or settlement reached; (d) on or before July 24, 2012, each party shall file its post-hearing statement of position; and (e) on or before July 31, 2012, each party shall file its response to post-hearing statements of position.  

3. On or before June 8, 2012, the Parties shall make, either individually or jointly, a filing that complies with ¶ 14, above.  

4. On or before June 8, 2012, the Parties shall make, either individually or jointly, a filing that complies with ¶ 16, above.  

5. The Parties shall use, and shall be held to, the procedures and requirements set out in the Orders entered in this Docket.  

6. The Parties shall be held to the advisements in the Orders entered in this Docket.  
7. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge




�  Motions to strike testimony, motions to strike exhibits, and motions in limine must be filed on or before this date.  


�  The Lifeline Reform Order is Lifeline and Link Up Reform and Modernization, Lifeline and Link Up, Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Advancing Broadband Availability Through Digital Literacy Training, WC Docket No. 11-42, WC Docket No. 03-109, CC Docket No. 96-45, WC Docket No. 12-23, Report and Order and Further Order of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 12-11 (rel. Feb. 6, 2012).  


�  An example of an impact is:  whether the Lifeline Reform Order or the promulgated rules affect the monies that Wiggins can draw from federal funds for providing basic local exchange service and, thus, affect the amount of money that Wiggins may seek from the CHCSM.  


� The USF/ICC Transformation Order is Connect America Fund, A National Broadband Plan for Our Future, Establishing Just and Reasonable Rates for Local Exchange Carriers, High-Cost Universal Services Support, Developing an Unified Intercarrier Compensation Regime, Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Lifeline and Link Up, Universal Service Reform - Mobility Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90, GN Docket No. 09-51, WC Docket No. 07-135, WC Docket No. 05-337, CC Docket No. 01-92, CC Docket No. 96-45, WC Docket No. 03-109, WT Docket No. 10-208, Report and Order and Further Order of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 11-161 (rel. Nov. 18, 2011).  


�  The Order on Reconsideration is Connect America Fund, A National Broadband Plan for Our Future, Establishing Just and Reasonable Rates for Local Exchange Carriers, High-Cost Universal Services Support, Developing an Unified Intercarrier Compensation Regime, Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Lifeline and Link Up, Universal Service Reform - Mobility Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90, GN Docket No. 09-51, WC Docket No. 07-135, WC Docket No. 05-337, CC Docket No. 01-92, CC Docket No. 96-45, WC Docket No. 03-109, WT Docket No. 10-208, Order on Reconsideration, FCC 11-189 (rel. Dec. 23, 2011).  


�  An example of an impact is:  whether the USF/ICC Transformation Order, as clarified, or the promulgated rules affect the monies that Wiggins can draw from federal funds for providing basic local exchange service and, thus, affect the amount of money that Wiggins may seek from the CHCSM.  
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