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I. statement

1. On December 14, 2011, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed an Application for SmartGridCity Cost Recovery (Application).  In its Application, Public Service seeks to recover the balance of the capital investment costs it incurred related to the SmartGridCity project that were not included in rate base per Decision No. C11-0139 in Docket No. 10A-124E issued February 8, 2011.

2. By Decision No. C12-0110, issued February 2, 2012, the Public Utilities Commission (Commission or PUC) designated Commissioner Matt Baker as Hearing Commissioner in this matter.
3. By Decision No. R12-0233-I, issued March 2, 2012, Hearing Commissioner Baker adopted a procedural schedule and extended the time for a Commission decision in this matter for an additional 90 days, such that a Commission decision should issue on or before August 30, 2012, which coincides with the 210-day timeframe in accordance with § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S.  In addition, administrative notice was taken of the evidentiary records in Docket Nos. 09A-796E, the Application of Public Service for an Order Approving a SmartGridCity Pricing Pilot, and 10A-124E, the Application of Public Service for an Order Approving a SmartGridCity CPCN.  Administrative notice was also taken of the filings in Docket No. 10I-099EG, concerning an Investigation of Issues Related to Smart Grid and Advanced Metering Technologies.

4. Hearing Commissioner Baker has since provided notification of his intent to resign his position as a PUC Commissioner prior to the conclusion of this docket, and as a result will no longer be able to preside over this matter going forward.

5. By Decision No. C12-0379, issued April 12, 2012, the Commission referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for the issuance of a Recommended Decision.  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.

6. On April 10, 2012, the parties to this proceeding filed a Joint Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and Request for Waiver of Response Time (Motion).  The Motion refers to events that have occurred since a procedural schedule was adopted in this proceeding, such as a settlement agreement reached in Public Service’s rate case in Docket No. 11AL-947E; the departure of Commissioner Baker; and the additional work required by several parties to this proceeding, who are also parties to Docket No. 11AL-947E as reasons to vacate the current procedural schedule and adopt an amended schedule.  

7. The parties propose a new procedural schedule as follows:

Answer testimony due
June 8, 2012

Rebuttal/cross answer testimony due
July 11, 2012

Evidentiary hearing
August 1-2, 2012

Closing statements of position due
August 31, 2012

8. Since the parties have already served several rounds of discovery upon Public Service, the schedule for discovery is also proposed to be modified as follows:  cut-off date for discovery related to direct and supplemental direct testimony – April 20, 2012; each party may propound no more than 25 follow-up questions to responses provided to previous discovery – cut-off date – June 8, 2012; cut-off date for discovery related to answer testimony – July 11, 2012; and cut-off date for discovery related to rebuttal/cross answer testimony – July 27, 2012.  

9. The turnaround time for discovery propounded before May 29, 2012 will be ten calendar days.  The turnaround time for discovery related to answer testimony is seven calendar days.  The turnaround time for discovery related to rebuttal/cross answer testimony is five calendar days.

10. The parties also request waiver of response time to the Motion since all parties have joined in the Motion.

11. Good cause is found to grant the Motion in its entirety.  The procedural schedule proposed above in Paragraph No. 7 will be adopted.  The discovery schedule proposed in Paragraph Nos. 8 and 9 will also be adopted.  Response time to the Motion will be waived.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Joint Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and Request for Waiver of Response Time is granted.

2. The procedural schedule adopted pursuant to Decision No. R12-0233-I is vacated.

3. The evidentiary hearing scheduled for May 21 and 22, 2012 is vacated.

4. The procedural schedule set out above in Paragraph No.7 is adopted.

5. The discovery schedule set out above in Paragraph Nos. 8 and 9 is adopted.

6. Response time to the Motion is waived.

7. An evidentiary hearing in this docket is scheduled as follows:

DATES:
August 1 and 2, 2012

TIME:
9:00 a.m. each day

PLACE:
Colorado Public Utilities Commission

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 80202

8. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
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