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I. statement
A. Background
1. A review of the contract carrier permits issued by the Commission revealed that although the vast majority of carriers who hold authority to provide non-emergent medical transportation services for Medicaid clients through the Commission are restricted to providing services for the Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing, five carriers have permits which restrict them to providing transportation services only for LogistiCare. 

2. LogistiCare is the Medicaid broker which has been assigning trips to carriers and reimbursing carriers for performing non-emergent medical transportation in the Denver metro area counties.  As of January 1, 2012, First Transit will be the Medicaid broker for the Counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Broomfield, Denver, Douglas, Jefferson, Larimer, and Weld.  LogistiCare will no longer be the broker in providing non-emergent medical transportation services for Medicaid clients in Colorado. 

3. As a result, the Commission issued Decision No C11-1399 on December 28, 2011, in accordance with § 40-6-112(1), C.R.S., in which the Commission proposed to eliminate the obsolete language from the affected contract carriers by replacing LogistiCare with the Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing to ensure that the contract carrier permits will remain valid regardless of the Medicaid broker.  The permits in question were issued before the practice of identifying the Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing as the contracting party was put into effect.  The intent of the Commission’s proposed permit modification is to conform the affected permits to the current practice.

4. The Commission issued notice of the proposed permit modifications on January 3, 2012.  Those carriers to which the permit modifications would apply were identified as follows:  Colorado Mobility, Inc.; Washington & Associates Home Health Care Network, Inc.; Rocky Mountain Access Transportation, Inc.; HighGrace Transit, LLC; and, Aspen Complete Health Care, Inc.  
II. findings and conclusions
5. Amending the contract carrier permits in this manner is in the public interest. There exists a continuing need for non-emergent medical transportation for Medicaid clients, and the affected contract carriers with existing authority from the Commission should possess permits that reflect current practices in the Medicaid recipient transportation field.  Further, since Medicaid brokers may change from time to time, it is reasonable to identify the Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing as the contracting party regardless of the Medicaid broker.

6. No party intervened in this matter, nor did any affected party file comments or respond to the Commission’s Order regarding the proposed permit language amendments.  Therefore, it is in the public interest to modify the permits of the above listed carriers to amend the contracting party to be the Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing.

7. Pursuant to § 40-6-109, C.R.S., it is recommended that the Commission enter the following order.
III. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The contract carrier permits of Colorado Mobility, Inc.; Washington & Associates Home Health Care Network, Inc.; Rocky Mountain Access Transportation, Inc.; HighGrace Transit, LLC; and, Aspen Complete Health Care, Inc. shall be amended to remove references in each carrier’s Restriction section to LogistiCare, Inc., 3989 East Arapahoe Road, Suite 120, Centennial, Colorado 80122 as the contract carrier customer to be served for the transportation of Medicaid recipients.

2. The contract carrier permits of Colorado Mobility, Inc.; Washington & Associates Home Health Care Network, Inc.; Rocky Mountain Access Transportation, Inc.; 
HighGrace Transit, LLC; and, Aspen Complete Health Care, Inc. shall be further modified to identify in each carrier’s Restriction section that the Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing, 1560 Grant Street, Denver, Colorado 80202 is the contract carrier customer to be served for the transportation of Medicaid recipients.

3. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.

4. As provided by §40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a)
If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the Recommended Decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of §40-6-114, C.R.S.

b)
If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in §40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

5. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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