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I. STATEMENT

1. On November 17, 2011, 
Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company
 filed its Application for Redefinition of Service Area.  The matter was referred to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for resolution by minute entry during the Commission’s Weekly Meeting held January 4, 2012
.

2. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel and Staff of the Public Utilities Commission timely intervened of right.

3. By Decision No. R12-0051-I, issued January 13, 2012, a procedural schedule was adopted to govern this proceeding and a hearing was scheduled.

4. On February 8, 2012, the Joint Motion to Vacate Procedural Schedule and Request for Waiver of Response Time was filed.  All Parties report having reached a settlement in principle.  The parties seek to vacate the dates currently established for the filing of Answer Testimony and Rebuttal Testimony to enable them to review and analyze certain information, finalize the terms of their agreement, and to reduce the agreement to writing. 

5. The parties further propose that on or before March 1, 2012 they will file either the settlement agreement or a status report providing an update on the status of their negotiations.

6. The parties believe the hearing dates of April 3 and 4, 2012 should be retained in the event the ALJ believes a hearing on the settlement is necessary.

7. The request being unopposed, it is appropriate that response time be waived.

8. The Commission encourages settlement of contested proceedings.  Rule 1408 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.  However, the Commission must also remain mindful of the applicable statutory period, which has not been waived in the proceeding.

9. Based upon good cause shown, the unopposed request will be granted.  However, in granting the request, the undersigned ALJ advises that the hearing will be held no later than the currently scheduled date and time in order to preserve a reasonable opportunity to comply with the applicable statutory period.  Thus, based upon facts and circumstances at the time, it may be very difficult to get the case prepared for hearing in the event settlement attempts ultimately fail.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:  

1. Response time to the Joint Motion to Vacate Procedural Schedule and Request for Waiver of Response Time filed February 8, 2012, is waived and the request granted.

2. The deadlines for filing Answer Testimony and Rebuttal Testimony are vacated.

3. On or before March 1, 2012, the parties shall submit to the Commission either the settlement agreement reached or a status report providing an update on the status of their negotiations.

4. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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