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I. statement

1. Public Service Company of Colorado filed an application for approval of a continuation of deferred accounting treatment for the period January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2015, with respect to the expenses it incurs to fell trees in and adjacent to its distribution and transmission facilities located in areas affected by the Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) epidemic, and for any related activities associated with the MPB epidemic (Application) on November 30, 2011.  
2. On December 6, 2011, the Commission issued Notice of the Application (Notice) to all interested persons, firms, or corporations.  The Notice advised that any person desiring to intervene in or participate as a party in this proceeding was required to file a petition for leave to intervene in this docket within 30 days after the date of the Notice, or no later than January 5, 2012.

3. At the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting on January 11, 2012, the Application was deemed complete and referred to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.

4. The Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) timely filed notices of intervention as of right in this matter.  No other parties sought to intervene.

5. Because intervenors are limited to Staff and OCC, the ALJ finds it appropriate to require the parties to confer and develop a procedural schedule agreeable to all parties.  The parties should develop a procedural schedule that includes dates for filing direct testimony; answer testimony; rebuttal testimony, and cross-answer testimony; a discovery schedule; dates for the filing of a stipulation and settlement agreement; dates for an evidentiary hearing; and the deadline for filing Closing Statements of Position.  The parties should also address any other relevant matters ancillary to this docket.  A proposed procedural schedule should be filed no later than February 1, 2012.  

6. While it is not anticipated at this time that a pre-hearing conference in this matter is necessary, should the parties determine that one is needed, a date for such a conference should be filed as soon as possible
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The interventions as of right filed by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel are noted.

2. The parties shall confer regarding a procedural schedule as detailed in Paragraph No. 5 above and file a proposed schedule with the Commission no later than the close of business on February 1, 2012.  

3. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
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