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ORDER APPROVING APPLICATION
Mailed Date: 
December 21, 2012 
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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement
1. This matter comes before the Commission in consideration of an Application for Approval of an Amendment to Natural Gas Demand Side Management Plan filed by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or Company) on November 13, 2012. 

2. By way of background, the Commission approved Black Hills’ 2012-2014 Gas Demand Side Management (DSM) Plan by Decision No. C11-1067 issued on October 4, 2011 in Docket No. 11A-393E.  Included in the 2012-2014 Gas DSM Plan is a Residential Envelope Measures Retrofit Program that supports the installation of insulation in customer homes for the purpose of reducing natural gas consumption.
3. In the Application, Black Hills states that it has experienced significant and unexpected activity in the Residential Envelope Measures Retrofit Program, which has caused the Company, on an aggregate basis, to exceed its budgeted spending limit for 
calendar year 2012.  Black Hills states that third-party contractors have been aggressive in selling insulation and the Company’s program incentives to customers.

4. Black Hills further states that, at the time of the filing of the Application, the Company was at 25 percent over the spending level set forth in the 2012-2014 Gas DSM Plan.  The Company explains that energy savings “has kept pace” with the spending and that it was at 113 percent of its energy savings goal.  Black Hills also states that its portfolio of residential DSM programs remains cost effective.

5. Pursuant to paragraph 4753(k) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-4, a utility is allowed to spend more than the annual expenditure target established by the Commission; however, expenditures in excess of 25 percent over the target require the submittal of a proposed DSM plan amendment. 
6. On November 14, 2012, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed establishing an intervention period in this proceeding ending on December 14, 2012.  

7. No interested person requested an intervention in this proceeding.  

B. Conclusion and Findings
8. As the Application is uncontested, the Commission may consider it without a formal hearing pursuant to § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403 of 4 CCR 723-1 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. 

9. We find good cause to deem the Application complete.  We note that Trial Staff of the Colorado Public Commission issued no deficiency letter to Black Hills challenging the completeness of the application under Rule 1303 of 4 CCR 723-1.  
10. We also conclude that Black Hills’ request for the amendment to its DSM Plan is appropriate.  Based on the Company’s calculations, Black Hills appears to be investing in 
cost-effective DSM resources in response to the strong customer interest in its Residential Envelope Measures Retrofit Program.  We therefore grant the Application without modification.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for Approval of an Amendment to Natural Gas Demand Side Management Plan (Application) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP on November 13, 2012 is deemed complete.  
2. The Application is approved.  
3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 19, 2012. 
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