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I. by the commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an application (Application) filed by the Regional Transportation District (RTD) on October 1, 2012, requesting authority to alter the cantilever signals at the at-grade crossing of Earl Johnson Road where it intersects the RTD West Corridor, no current National Inventory Number, in the City of Golden, County of Jefferson, State of Colorado.  

2. The Commission gave notice of this Application (Notice) to all interested parties, including adjacent property owners pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S.  The Notice was mailed October 10, 2012.

3. No interventions were filed in this matter.

4. By operation of Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 
723-1-1303(b)(III) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, the Application was automatically deemed complete on November 22, 2012 within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

5. Now being fully advised in the matter, we grant the Application.

B. Findings of Fact

6. The Commission gave notice to all interested parties, including the adjacent property owners.  No intervention was received opposing the Application.
7. RTD proposes to alter the cantilever signals by relocating the flashing light assemblies on the cantilever and removing the center portion of the cantilever to open up a view of the center roadway.  The cantilevers, as currently constructed, impede the view of the traffic signals downstream from the crossing, creating a potential safety issue at the intersection and crossing.  By rearranging the flashing light signals on the cantilevers to stagger the lanes and by removing the center portion of the cantilever signal, drivers on Earl Johnson Road should be able to see both the flashing light signals at the crossing and the traffic signal indications downstream from the crossing.  Additionally, another traffic signal head is proposed to be added to the signal mast north of U.S. Highway 6 to improve visibility of the traffic signal.  All other aspects of the crossing design previously approved by the Commission in Docket No. 11A-581R by Commission Decision No. C11-1003 mailed September 16, 2011 would remain as has been constructed.

8. Page 1 of Exhibit L to the Application provides a visual representation of the safety issue that RTD is seeking to remedy.  The remaining pages of Exhibit L provide a visual representation of the proposed solution and a photo representation of what the final cantilever signal reconfiguration should look like upon completion.    

9. RTD estimates the cantilever signal modifications at $30,529 and the civil and site construction items at $2,573 with the cost of the work being paid for by the RTD FasTracks program.

10. Once construction work at the crossing is complete, RTD will maintain the signals at its expense pursuant to the Commission’s Rules at 4 CCR 723-7-7211(a), Rules Regulating Railroads, Rail Fixed Guideways, Transportation by Rail, and Rail Crossings.
C. Conclusions

11. The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter under §§ 40-4-106(2)(a) and (3)(a), C.R.S.

12. No intervenor that filed a petition to intervene or other pleading contests or opposes the Application.

13. Because the Application is unopposed, the Commission finds that it will determine this matter upon the record, without a formal hearing under § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, 4 CCR 723-1.

14. We find that good cause exists to grant the Application consistent with the above discussion.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application (Application) filed by the Regional Transportation District (RTD) on October 1, 2012, requesting authority to alter the cantilever signals at the at-grade crossing of Earl Johnson Road where it intersects the RTD West Corridor, no current National Inventory Number, in the City of Golden, County of Jefferson, State of Colorado was automatically deemed complete on November 22, 2012 within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., by operation of Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1303(b)(III).

2. The Application is granted.

3. RTD is required to maintain the revised signals at its expense pursuant to 
Rule 4 CCR 723-7-7211(a). 

4. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

5. The Commission retains jurisdiction to enter further orders in this docket as necessary.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 28, 2012.
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