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I. By the Commission
A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a recommendation by Staff of the Commission (Staff) to open a miscellaneous docket to receive Rural Renewable Project Information submitted by parties seeking a renewable energy credit (REC) multiplier of 2 for community-based projects that connect to the transmission or distribution facilities owned by a cooperative electric association or municipal utility pursuant to Commission Rule 3666 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations, 723-3.

2. The Colorado General Assembly in 2010 enacted House Bill (HB) 10-1418, whose primary purpose was to establish a special renewable energy standard (RES) compliance multiplier for community-based projects. The intent of the multiplier is to stimulate rural economic development through the construction and operation of renewable energy resources up to 30 megawatts in size. Such projects would interconnect to electric transmission or distribution facilities owned by a cooperative electric association or a municipally owned utility at a rating of 69 kilovolts or less and must achieve commercial operations by December 31, 2014.

3. The Commission initiated a rulemaking docket, Docket No. 10R-674E that included changes required by HB 10-1418 regarding the following rule modifications:

a.
Require project owners or developers to report to the Commission on power purchase agreements (PPAs) with new community-based projects and on the commencement of commercial operations of such projects.

b.
Established renewable energy credit (REC) multiplier of 2 for 
community-based projects that connect to the transmission or distribution facilities owned by a cooperative electric association or municipal utility.

c.
The REC multiplier may apply only to the first 100 MW of nameplate capacity statewide.

d.
Interconnection must be completed and commercial operation achieved by December 31, 2014. 

e.
Established a procedure by which project owners or developers would report to the Commission that they have executed a PPA and/or have achieved commercial operation, and for the Commission to notify them whether they are within the first 100 MW of capacity eligible for the multiplier.
4. The Commission issued Decision No. C11-1172, Docket No. 10R-674E, issued November 1, 2011, adopting revised RES Rules.  The revised rules include Rule 3666 that specifies language and notifications regarding Rural Renewable Projects seeking to take advantage of the REC multiplier.

5. Staff has received requests from interested Rural Renewable Project Developers for the Commission provided form for completion. 

6. We find that opening a miscellaneous docket for the purposes of receiving Rural Renewable Project Information forms submitted by interested parties in compliance with 
§ 40-2-124(1)(c)(IX), C.R.S., would assist the Commission with keeping an accurate record of these projects and facilitate convenient access by members of the public.  We therefore open a miscellaneous docket to accomplish these functions.  In addition, we will make the Rural Renewable Project Information form available on the Commission’s website.  

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The attached Rural Renewable Project Information form is to be used by interested parties to notify the Commission of projects seeking a renewable energy credit multiplier per Commission Rule 3666(a)III, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations, 723-3. 

2. The Rural Renewable Project Information form will be posted on the Commission website for interested parties to download and complete.  The Commission has created the following link to assist in form access:

www.dora.state.co.us/puc/forms/EnergyForms/CO-OPs_RuralRenewableRule3666form.xls
3. A miscellaneous docket will be opened for the purpose of receiving the completed Rural Renewable Project Information forms submitted by interested parties in compliance with § 40-2-124(IX), C.R.S..
4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 12, 2012.
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