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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. The use of Combined Heat and Power (CHP) in the generation of electricity has the potential to be an important aspect of electric demand side management plans. However, the deployment of CHP facilities depends on a number of factors, including standby tariffs.  In order to better understand the economic impact of standby tariffs for CHP, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission is currently participating with the Regulatory Assistance Project (RAP) in a program to evaluate standby tariffs.

2. Through the RAP program, the Commission will receive an economic analysis of standby rates and a report assessing the tariffs and their efficacy for CHP generators, along with recommendations.  The report will be included in a paper that RAP will provide to the U.S. Department of Energy.  

3. In order to provide a public repository for the information received through the RAP Project, we find that an investigatory docket is appropriate.  We direct the Staff of the Research and Emerging Issues Section of the Commission to file in this docket, documents received throughout the RAP program.  We also invite interested parties to comment on the documents as they are filed.  

4. We note that the instant docket will not reflect on, nor be indicative of, any dockets we might take under consideration in the future.  However, we do reserve the right to potentially take administrative notice of any document(s) filed in this docket that will assist our decision making in the future proceedings.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Consistent with the discussion above, an investigatory docket is opened that will serve as a repository of documentation received through the Regulatory Assistance Project (RAP) Combined Heat and Power analysis program.

2. Interested parties are invited to file comments on documents filed from the RAP program. 

3. Notice of this Order shall be provided to the public and to all interested parties.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
August 22, 2012.
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